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Executive Summary

Part 1 Families and Family Law

The Coalition will provide:

$16 million over 4 years for 25 new children’s supervised contact
services in urban and regional centres to assist parental contact
arrangements;

$16 million over 3 years for additional counselling and mediation
services to assist families resolve disputes. This avoids costly legal
fees and emotionally debilitating court proceedings;

$10.5 million over 4 years to further assist men in their family



relationships through new support networks and services;

$6 million over 3 years for additional Marriage and Relationship
Education Services; and

$3 million over 3 years for three national, toll-free 1800 telephone
advice services on family law issues, for carer parents and parents
who are liable to pay child support.

Part 2 Continuing the Fight Against Crime.

The Coalition will:

Contribute up to $50 million over three years to establish a
national crime information system – CrimTrac. CrimTrac will
allow police forces across Australia to speedily access and share
information to solve crimes and catch criminals. CrimTrac will
include details of fingerprints, domestic violence and apprehended
violence orders, firearm licences, stolen vehicle information, and
DNA data;

Develop as part of CrimTrac a national paedophile database to
provide greater protection for our children. The database will be
available to police under strict controls to assist agencies
responsible for the placement and protection of children to
prevent placement in at-risk homes, and to remove children when
they may be at risk;

Provide $21 million over three years for the Building Safer
Communities programme to develop new approaches to crime
prevention. This will target burglary, crimes involving young
people, assaults and robbery, particularly against the elderly, and
domestic violence;

deliver $1 million additional funding over two years to the Young
Offenders Programme to extend intensive job search training and
assistance for juvenile offenders about to return to the
community; and

commit $23.4 million over four years to the Australian Federal
Police(AFP) for another four mobile strike teams to strengthen
the fight against international drug trafficking in Sydney, Perth,
Adelaide and northern Australia, based in Cairns.



Part 3 Access to Justice

The Coalition will:

maintain legal aid funding at current levels;

provide new funding of $3.6 million over three years for six
additional community legal services in rural and regional areas of
need;

restructure the Human Rights and Equal Opportunities
Commission(HREOC);

improve the Window on the Law website;

produce CD-ROM and interactive products to assist the legal
education of students at school;

work with the states and territories to ensure that there are
effective laws to deal with offences by internet service providers
who knowingly allow their services to be used for the publication
of offensive material; and

Part 4 Our Constitution

The Coalition will:

hold a referendum during 1999 to allow the people to decide
whether Australia should become a republic.

Labor’s Record

Thirteen Years of Failing to Protect our
Community

Despite uncontrolled spending in a wide range of areas, the Labor
government consistently cut funding and undermined the efforts of the
Australian Federal Police (AFP).

By the end of Labor’s term, the AFP could mount only one major drug
investigation at a time.



Labor’s funding cuts to the AFP assisted criminals and their networks
to flourish and allowed the uninterrupted flow of illicit drugs into the
country.

Labor allowed national police information exchange systems between
police forces to fall into disrepair, making the task of catching
criminals even harder.

Labor was unable to reduce the numbers of dangerous firearms in the
community.

Labor failed to work effectively with states and territories to address
crimes affecting our communities, for example burglary, car theft, and
assault.

Labor failed to manage legal aid funding so limited resources were
spent to benefit the greatest number of clients.

Labor failed to deliver community-based legal services to rural and
regional Australia.

Labor failed to address the problems that small businesses face when
they seek access to the justice system.

Labor secretly signed and ratified international treaties, without
allowing the Parliament or the community the opportunity to examine
them.

Labor backflipped by opposing measures requiring those who use
court services, particularly big corporations, to contribute towards the
cost.

Labor backflipped on the effect of international treaties on domestic
laws. When in Government Labor introduced legislation to deal with
this issue. The Government has introduced almost identical legislation
which Labor now opposes.

Labor backflipped on the parallel importation of compact discs. In
government Labor promised to lower the price of CDs. It caved in,
and left consumers to pay higher prices for CDs. In Opposition, under
pressure from multinational record companies it tried, but failed, to
block the Coalition’s legislation to give consumers cheaper CDs.

Labor backflipped on cheaper branded goods. The Labor government
twice tried to amend copyright laws applying to the packaging and
labelling of branded goods such as perfume, hair products, toys and
liquor. Labor opposed changes when the Coalition introduced them.



The Coalition’s changes to the law mean that these goods and many
others will be cheaper for consumers.

Highlights of the Government’s Achievements

A Families and Relationship Support

The Coalition’s primary aim is to support families to help them stay
together. However, when relationships break down, support services
are needed to help all who are affected.

The Coalition has introduced initiatives to assist people to maintain
healthy relationships and, if a relationship breaks down, to help people
resolve problems themselves and avoid legal fees and emotionally
debilitating court proceedings. These initiatives included:

Providing $37 million this year to fund 83 community-based
organisations across Australia to support family relationships.
These services include marriage and relationship education, family
and relationship counselling, family and child mediation, adolescent
mediation and family therapy, family skills training and children’s
contact services;

Doubling Labor’s spending on marriage and relationship education
services. Additional funding of $6.1 million established 34 new
community-based marriage and relationship services. This will
extend counselling services to more than 80,000 people, particularly
in rural and regional areas;

$6 million to increase men’s access to relationship support
services, including $1 million for a telephone help line;

A national forum on relationship support for men focussing on the
particular relationship needs of men.

$1.6 million for a pilot programme to look at better ways of
preventing and dealing with disputes over contact arrangements
for children; and

$800,000 to fund pilot projects to assist young women with the
early identification and prevention of domestic violence in their
relationships, including indigenous family relationships, across
Australia.



We also have undertaken a review of the civil marriage celebrant
programme to ensure it meets the needs and aspirations of couples and
to ensure civil celebrants provide a high level of service to marrying
couples.

The Coalition has funded a pilot programme to assist families to
comply with contact orders made by the Family Court. We have also
commissioned a report from the Family Law Council to recommend
strategies to ensure compliance with Family Court orders.

The Coalition has referred the issue of parental abduction of
children to the Family Law Council for advice on how best to improve
the recovery rate of abducted children.

We have undertaken a review of the resolution of disputes before
they go to court and issued a discussion paper on greater use of
counselling and mediation in a community environment rather than in
the Family Court.

The Coalition has commissioned an evaluation of the marriage
and relationship education programme. This will provide
information on how we can better meet the needs of the community
for family relationship education services.

The Coalition has ratified the Hague Convention on Intercountry
Adoption which puts in place:

a system of supervision to ensure that these standards and safeguards
are observed. And

binding standards and safeguards to be observed by countries that
participate in an intercountry adoption.

B The Constitution

The Coalition honoured its 1996 election commitment to hold a
Constitutional Convention to consider proposals on whether Australia
should become a republic.

C Treaty Making

The Coalition reformed the treaty-making process to ensure scrutiny
of international treaties before Australia adheres to them.

Our new process of public and parliamentary scrutiny and



consultation ensures that any treaty which Australia enters into is
examined, and the public informed, before the treaty has an impact on
Australian law. Treaties and an accompanying National Interest
Analysis now must be tabled in Parliament at least 15 days before
signature.

D Bankruptcy

Bankruptcy law has been improved to minimise regulation and help
creditors and debtors.

We introduced the Debt Agreement as an alternative to bankruptcy
giving a quicker and better level of return to creditors than if the
debtor were to go bankrupt.

We established a Bankruptcy Forum to improve consultation and
general discussion on matters of importance and concern to
practitioners.

E Access to Justice

The Coalition reached new legal aid agreements with all states
and territories to ensure there is a fair balance between the
Commonwealth and the states in funding legal aid.

We have ensured that Legal Aid Commissions use their resources
more efficiently, with greater accountability, and on a more equitable
basis across the Commonwealth.

Our reforms mean that the Commonwealth no longer subsidises
state and territory legal aid matters.

Commonwealth funding is now spent on Commonwealth matters such
as family law.

The new arrangements safeguard access to justice for the greatest
number of people - and prevent scarce resources being swallowed up
by a small number of expensive cases that benefit only a few.

In making these reforms the Coalition has maintained legal aid
funding in real terms for Commonwealth matters at 1995-96 funding
levels.

The Coalition has adopted methods to gauge the appropriateness of a
range of litigation practices as they relate to legal aid. We have
adopted the concept of the ordinarily prudent self-funded litigant to
allow better decisions about funding legal aid.



The Coalition has agreed to fund a study of legal aid by the
Justice Research Centre. This will profile privately funded and
government funded cases to determine the most effective way of
providing legal aid.

The Coalition has announced a $11.4 million budget initiative to
extend access to legal services to Australians outside the metropolitan
areas and improve the operation of the whole community legal
services network. We will upgrade existing services, establish legal
telephone advice services to allow rural and remote communities to
access services, and will set up new clinical legal education projects in
co-operation with universities. We have provided:

$4.9 million on six new regional services to provide expanded
assistance to high need rural and regional areas. Services will be
established in:

- the Kimberley region and South West region in Western Australia;

- the Iron Triangle region in South Australia;

- the Central-West region in Queensland;

- the South Coast region in New South Wales;

- the cross-border region in New South Wales and Victoria centred in
Albury-Wodonga.

We also have allocated a further $12.4 million over the next four years
in order to meet the increased need for financial assistance of
respondents, such as farmers, to native title claims.

We have begun a review of the impediments that face small business
when they access the justice system. By the end of the year the review
should be complete, providing the Coalition with a plan to:

improve access to the Commonwealth civil legal system for small
business;

assist small business resolve disputes without going to court by
improving the range, accessibility and effectiveness of alternatives;
and

help small business identify and deal with issues before they become
legal disputes.



The Coalition has established the Window on the Law (WOTL)
internet site at http://www.law.gov.au which provides a broad range of
detailed information on the Attorney-General, the Attorney-General’s
Department and Australia’s legal system, including legislation and
caselaw.

F Copyright

The Coalition introduced the most comprehensive amendments to
copyright laws since the Copyright Act was enacted in 1968. These
reforms include:

delivering a cheaper and wider range of CDs for consumers. The
government’s reforms will end multinational control of the
importation of legitimate sound recordings, increase competition and
choice, and lower prices;

reforming copyright law as it applies to the packaging and
labelling of branded goods. This will lead to more competition,
lower prices, and wider choice for consumers when buying branded
goods such as perfume, hair products and toys;

reforming the copyright of journalists to promote the use of the
internet and electronic publications; and

making commercial photographers the first owners of copyright in
their own photographs taken on commission.

We have also announced further wide-ranging copyright reforms for
the digital environment. These reforms will herald an era of copyright
protection for the Internet.

G The Legal Profession

The Coalition reformed the Attorney-General’s legal practice to
introduce greater contestability in legal services to Commonwealth
departments and agencies. Reforms include:

retaining the practice of the Australian Government Solicitor (AGS) to
meet the legal needs of the Commonwealth;

making the AGS a statutory authority with responsibility for certain
important national security, Cabinet and constitutional matters; and

allowing the private sector to compete with the AGS to deliver all



other government legal requirements, which includes most
Commonwealth litigation.

We have worked with the Standing Committee of Attorneys-General
to implement reforms to the profession to ensure greater competition
and reduce the length and cost of trials.

H The Courts and the Judiciary

In resolving the issues that arose following the decision of the High
Court in the Wik case, the Coalition has put in place a fair, just and
workable system for determination of native title claims that balances
the rights of interested parties.

The Coalition has reformed fee structures for all federal courts to
make sure that those who use the services, particularly corporations,
contribute to the cost. We also preserved waiver provisions for those
who otherwise would suffer significant financial difficulties in
pursuing their rights.

We have amended the Federal Court Act to allow the Federal Court to
refer parties to court-connected mediation. This substantially reduces
costs and frees up court resources to deal with other matters.

We have established a Small Taxation Claims Tribunal within the
Administrative Appeals Tribunal to resolve tax disputes involving less
than $5000.

We started the construction of new Commonwealth law courts in
Melbourne. When completed in early 1999 this facility will provide a
permanent home for the Federal Court, the Family Court and the High
Court in Victoria.

We have supported the Judicial Conference of Australia and the
Australian Institute of Judicial Administration to establish projects,
forums, and educational programmes to strengthen community
awareness of the role and independence of the judiciary.

We have undertaken a review of the scales of legal costs in all federal
jurisdictions. We also have published a report proposing new cost
scales to encourage early settlement instead of unnecessary, costly
litigation.

I Censorship/Classification



We have set up ‘Community Assessment Panels’ to reflect
community standards in film and literature classification decisions.

We have taken action to replace the X-rated video category with a
new classification for non-violent, sexually explicit material, with
tighter guidelines to exclude sexually violent and other unacceptable
material.

We also have introduced legislation to:

allow full cost recovery of the classification services of the Office of
Film and Literature Classification;

give effect to changes agreed to by censorship ministers of the
Commonwealth, states and territories making it easier to refuse
classification in questionable cases; and

better detect hidden material in computer games by requiring
applicants for classification to reveal all material.

J Human Rights

We will progress reforms to re-structure the Human Rights and
Equal Opportunity Commission (HREOC) and rename it the
Human Rights and Responsibilities Commission (HRRC).

We have moved to resolve the constitutional problems of HREOC’s
hearing function by transferring hearings to the Federal Court.

We have funded a $5 million public awareness and education
campaign to encourage tolerance and fairness in the community and
challenge racist attitudes.

We have asked the HREOC through the Sex Discrimination
Commissioner to inquire into and report on matters relating to
pregnancy and work.

K Women and the Law

We have held a national domestic violence summit with states and
territories and provided $25.3 million over three and a half years to
fund initiatives to assist the victims of domestic violence and educate
perpetrators.

The Coalition has maintained funding for women’s legal services in



all states and territories. These services provide legal advice and
referral services, including a toll free advice line. They also undertake
community legal education on issues of concern to women including
family law matters, violence against women, discrimination,
employment, and other areas of law.

Centres which are part of the network receive special funding to help
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander women and their organisations
address the particular needs of indigenous women in their
communities.

L The Firearms Buyback and Uniform Firearms
Laws

The Coalition led the way to uniform national firearms control
legislation and a buyback of firearms in the community.

More than 640,000 dangerous firearms were surrendered under the
firearm scheme. The Coalition has made Australia a safer place,
particularly for women and children.

M Tough On Drugs

Young people and their families suffer greatly when drugs affect their
lives.

The Coalition’s Tough on Drugs policy is the largest anti-drugs
initiative ever undertaken in this country involving funding of
$215 million.

The strategy has focussed on:

attacking the illegal drug trade;

providing rehabilitation services for addicts; and

educating our children about the dangers of drugs.

Under our Tough on Drugs policy, almost $100 million has been
provided to improve law enforcement and to attack the criminals
involved in the illegal drug trade. This includes:

providing $28 million over four years for the formation of six mobile
strike teams within the AFP;



$21 million over four years to target drug importation through the
National Crime Authority’s (NCA) investigation of organised crime
syndicates with overseas links;

$11.6 million over four years for expanded liaison work and
co-operative law enforcement programmes in the Asia-Pacific Region.

$900,000 over three years for a national heroin signature programme
to allow sources of heroin to be identified and tracked nationally and
internationally;

$2.8 million over three years for witness protection and informant
handling;

$1.5 million over three years for tracking suspicious financial
transactions by drug barons of the international drug trade; and

promotion of uniform, nationally consistent drug laws so those who
organise and profit from the drug trade can be brought to justice.

N A Federal Police Force Second To None

The AFP enforces federal laws, particularly those involving
international and organised crime.

The Coalition will ensure an AFP force second to none. The Coalition
has undertaken a wide-ranging review of the needs of the AFP and
provided additional funding of $65 million over three years.

This funding provides for 200 additional AFP staff and ensures that
officers have the skills to combat a more sophisticated and globalised
criminal activity.

The funding boost is in addition to an extra $51 million provided to
the AFP by the Coalition, including $42 million under the Tough on
Drugs policy.

O Crime Prevention

In its first term the Coalition provided new funding of $13 million to
establish the National Campaign Against Violence and Crime. This
campaign demonstrated strong leadership by the Coalition in crime
prevention and was built on co-operation with state and territory
governments. National projects have identified specific crime
prevention and violence prevention strategies, including those aimed



at reducing burglaries, domestic violence and violence at public events
including sporting events.

P National Criminal Laws

The Coalition has demonstrated strong leadership in the development
of modern and consistent national criminal laws. These reforms
ensure that Australia’s criminal laws are up to date and reflect
community attitudes.

The reforms cover a range of criminal offences including violent
crimes such as homicide and sexual assault, stalking and other serious
personal harm offences, serious drug offences such as commercial
trafficking, slavery and sexual servitude, and damage offences
including misuse of computers.

The Coalition also has led reforms to other criminal laws, such as:

removing the ‘drunk’s defence’ so that drunkenness is no longer an
excuse for a federal offence;

proposing uniform, national domestic violence laws; and

introducing legislation to prohibit sexual slavery and servitude.

Q Olympic Security

The Coalition has funded a comprehensive security plan to safeguard
the Sydney 2000 Olympics by providing $45.6 million to the AFP, the
Australian Security Intelligence Organisation, and the Protective
Security Coordination Centre.

The Australian National Audit Office has confirmed that our security
planning for the Sydney 2000 Olympic Games is comprehensive,
co-ordinated and effective.

R Law Reform

We have put the proceeds of crime on our reform agenda by giving the
Australian Law Reform Commission a reference to investigate the
adequacy of current laws to recover the proceeds of crime. The
community expects criminals to pay back their illegal gains, to pay
compensation to victims, and not profit from the crimes they commit.

S Young Offenders



The Coalition provided $1.85 million to the Young Offenders Pilot
Programme. Projects target juvenile offenders aged 13 to 20 who are
at risk of offending, who are in detention, custody, or community
custody and assist them into employment, education and training
before they return to the community.

Twelve pilot projects have been funded so far, in rural and urban
regions of New South Wales, Queensland and Victoria, five of which
are run by the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission, with
a focus on young indigenous offenders.

Initiatives

Part 1 Families and Family Law

A Relationship Support Services

Marriage and relationship education is important. Well designed and
adequately funded relationship support services help couples develop
and strengthen their relationships.

Following the House of Representatives report, ‘To Have and To
Hold’, which examined aspects of family services, the Coalition will:

assist couples to strengthen relationships through programmes of
preventive education;

promote community awareness and understanding of the skills
involved in maintaining and enhancing long-term relationships;

encourage participation in relationship and marriage education
services; and

ensure civil marriage celebrants are aware of the full range of
community services available to people experiencing relationship
difficulties.

The Coalition will:

provide an additional $6 million to extend marriage and
relationship education services.

In the last budget, the Coalition allocated $6 million over four years to
fund support services for men in family relationships.



These projects are to provide support to assist men deal with the
emotional and practical issues that arise when marriages and
relationships breakdown. In our next term the Coalition will:

provide an additional $10.5 million to extend support services for
men in family relationships, to help men deal with the trauma of
marriage and relationship breakdown.

B Assistance to Resolve Family disputes

The Coalition is committed to providing services that develop and
sustain safe, supportive and nurturing families. These preventive
services minimise the emotional, social and economic costs of the
disruption and breakdown of family relationships.

Where relationships break down the Coalition will provide
alternatives to litigation, to avoid legal fees and emotionally
debilitating court proceedings.

Mediation and counselling services provide an integrated approach to
help parties resolve disputes before they become legal problems. The
services encourage use of community organisations to resolve
relationship disputes. They also help to avoid legal fees and
emotionally debilitating court proceedings. The Coalition will:

provide additional funding of $16 million over 3 years to increase
the availability of counselling, mediation and dispute resolution
services for families facing difficulties. This includes $3 million for
mediation and conferencing by state and territory legal aid
commissions;

provide funding of $3 million over 3 years to establish three
national advice lines to enable people, particularly in remote rural
and regional areas, to access family law telephone services.

The first line will provide initial advice and basic information about
options and referrals, promote mediation and counselling services and,
where appropriate, link the caller to legal aid commission lawyers.
The second and third lines will provide more specialised advice and
assistance for carer and child-support-liable parents. All three lines
will be able to refer clients to face to face advice and co-ordinate



physical outreach.

Contact services for parental access arrangements improve the lives of
the parents and children who use them.

The Coalition will provide $16 million to establish 25 new
supervised contact services in urban and regional centres across
Australia, to assist parents to move to self-management of contact and
to improve their parenting roles.

C Family Law & Family Services

In May the Coalition published a paper proposing changes to the way
superannuation is dealt with in family law.

The reforms would provide greater equity and fairness and provide
clear rules to the courts on how to divide superannuation benefits if
the parties disagree.

The reforms are based on the premise that a husband and wife should
share equitably in superannuation accrued during their life together.

The Coalition will provide greater certainty, consistency, and fairer
outcomes, particularly for women.

These measures will expand the options available to separating
spouses to enable them to better balance their needs.

The Coalition intends to introduce legislative amendments to provide
for a workable scheme for both court-referred and private arbitration
in property disputes. This will provide families with a better range of
options for the resolution of family disputes.

These proposals will avoid the need to go to court. They will make
dispute resolution cheaper and quicker.

Part 2 Continuing the Fight Against Crime



The Coalition shares the community’s’ concern about crime and its
impact on peoples’ lives. The Coalition will continue to provide
national leadership in consultation with the states and territories for a
national crime prevention strategy.

The most effective results in law enforcement will be achieved
through strengthening co-operation between police forces in Australia
and internationally.

A  - The National Criminal Tracking
System

The Coalition is determined to ensure safer communities.

Too many crimes occur without the criminals being caught.

Many crimes that affect Australians on a daily basis such as car theft,
burglary and assaults often remain unsolved. This can be due to the
lack of information police have to identify the criminal.

To successfully strengthen the fight against crime, police services
must have quicker and more effective sharing of information through
use of the latest technology.

The Coalition will contribute up to $50 million over three years to
establish a national crime information system – CrimTrac.
CrimTrac will be available to all Australian police services, and will
match information from suspected criminals with unsolved crimes.

CrimTrac will use the latest advantages in technology including
information on the DNA records of convicted criminals and DNA
records from crime scenes.

As well as DNA information, the system will include a register of
fingerprints, apprehended and domestic violence orders, firearms
licences, and stolen vehicles.

Through CrimTrac, police will be able to solve more crimes quicker
and build safer and stronger communities.

Given the national significance of this important initiative, the
Commonwealth will discuss ongoing resource requirements with the
states and territories.

B A National Paedophile Database

The Coalition is committed to protecting our children. We are



particularly concerned about the risks they face from the abhorrent
activities of paedophiles.

The Coalition will continue to provide national leadership by
developing a National Paedophile Database, in consultation with the
states and territories through the Australian Police Minister’s Council.
The database will operate within the CrimTrac system.

All Australian police forces will be able to work more effectively with
federal and state agencies and community organisations responsible
for the protection and placement of children to ensure that children
under the agencies’ care will not be placed at risk. These organisations
will include schools and childcare agencies.

Access to the database will be strictly limited to police forces. It will
not include the names of people who come to the attention of the
police only as a result of allegations made in the context of family law
disputes.

C Building Safer Communities

The Coalition will provide additional funding of $13 million over
three years to establish a Building Safer Communities programme.
This will build on the initiatives in our first term under the National
Campaign Against Violence and Crime.

The programme will target key areas of community concern, including
burglaries and home invasions, assaults and robbery, particularly
against the elderly, and domestic violence.

The Coalition also will provide additional funding of $8 million
for a Youth Crime And Family Breakdown programme. The
programme will seek early identification and intervention in troubled
and at-risk families to prevent youth delinquency problems.

D Busting the Dealers

The Coalition will strengthen the AFP’s fight against drugs by
providing additional funding of $23.4 million over four years for
another four mobile strike teams to target international drug
trafficking.

Mobile strike teams can respond rapidly to intelligence about drug
trafficking activity, moving to the location where the threat of illegal
activity is greatest.



Four additional strike teams will bring the total number of teams to
10, in Sydney, Perth, Adelaide and northern Australia, based in
Cairns. This will significantly increase the AFP’s capacity to mount
long term, pre-emptive operations needed to uncover international
syndicates and achieve major seizures.

The Liberal and National Parties also are determined that drug
criminals who profit from the misery they inflict are forced to
surrender their illegal gains and compensate their victims.

Under our law reform agenda, we have asked the Australian Law
Reform Commission to investigate the adequacy of current laws
relating to recovering the proceeds of crime. We shall consult with the
states and territories to strengthen them.

E Domestic Violence

The Coalition held a national domestic violence summit and initiated
a co-operative agreement with states and territories under the
Partnerships Against Domestic Violence. To renew this programme
and build upon its success, the Coalition will provide additional
funding of $25 million over three years.

F Young Offenders Programme

The Coalition will provide an additional $1 million over two years
to the Young Offenders Programme to extend the programme to
every state and territory. The programme will build upon the
successful pilot projects providing intensive job search training and
assistance for juvenile offenders about to return to the community.

Part 3 Access to Justice

The Liberal and National Parties understand that access to justice is
the right of all Australians.

We seek to increase access to, and awareness of, dispute resolution
procedure as alternatives to litigation. We encourage parties wherever
possible to resolve their disputes, particularly in relation to family law,
by counselling, mediation, conciliation or arbitration rather than court
proceedings.

Under Labor, states and territories failed to accept their responsibility
for funding legal aid. Our legal aid reforms mean the Commonwealth
no longer subsidises state and territory legal aid matters. Under our
reforms, Commonwealth money is directed to matters for which the



Commonwealth has responsibility, particularly family law.

Our approach safeguards access to justice for the greatest number of
people and prevents scarce legal resources being used for only a few
expensive cases.

A Legal Aid

The Commonwealth will maintain Commonwealth legal aid funding
at current levels. Funding will continue to be directed towards matters
arising under Commonwealth law, particularly family law matters.

B Community Legal Centres

The Coalition will build upon the measures announced in the 1998-99
budget to provide legal services to disadvantaged clients in regional,
rural and outer metropolitan areas of need by establishing a further
six new services at a cost of $3.6 million over three years.

This will bring to 12 the number of rural and regional community
legal services established by the Coalition.

C Human Rights

The Coalition will restructure the Human Rights and Equal
Opportunity Commission (HREOC) as the Human Rights and
Responsibilities Commission (HRRC). The HRRC will focus on
strengthening education programmes to protect everyone’s rights and
inform them of their responsibilities.

D The Internet

The Coalition will improve the Window on the Law website to give
better access to clear, coherent, and user-friendly information about
Australia’s legal system. The site has received more than 1,100,000
hits in its first 11 months of operation. We will ensure the website



provides information on major international human rights
treaties and instruments.

The Coalition will develop a series of CD-ROM and interactive
products to provide:

a range of resources for schools to assist them to educate young
Australians about their legal system, and

a better understanding of rights and responsibilities for people with a
legal problem.

The Coalition is working with the states and territories to ensure there
are effective laws to deal with offences by internet service providers
who knowingly allow their services to be used for the publication of
offensive material.

The Coalition will continue to liase with international agencies to
prevent the distribution of illegal content.

The Coalition is also supporting content labelling and filtering
schemes, as well as community education strategies for parents,
teachers and children.

E Censorship

The Coalition will:

The Coalition will continue to monitor and amend the guidelines
regulating the classification of publications, films and computer
games to ensure they reflect community attitudes to appropriate
content.

The Coalition will continue to work with the states and territories to
replace the ‘X’ classification with an ‘NVE’ category for non-violent
erotica. The NVE category will exclude undesirable material from the



existing ‘X’ classification.

The Coalition shares the concern of many parents that there is
currently a range of sound recordings that contain language and lyrics
that may be offensive and/or inappropriate which are available to
children.

The Coalition will review the Australian Record Industry
Association’s code of practice for offensive sound recordings. The
Coalition will ensure that offensive sound recordings are appropriately
labelled or banned if they are likely to harm or disturb minors.

F Privacy

The Coalition will review the implementation of self-regulatory
privacy protection to ensure businesses are protecting and properly
handling personal information, including working with state and
territory governments in the context of the online economy.

The Coalition will establish an independent Office of the Privacy
Commissioner as part of the restructuring of HREOC. The office will
be separate from the restructured HRRC.

G Copyright

Since its introduction in 1968, there has been no comprehensive
review of the Copyright Act despite the significant developments in
technologies. This has serious detrimental implications for the
creation and distribution of material.

To encourage the development and dissemination of material on the
internet, the Coalition will introduce copyright laws for the internet
that will ensure appropriate copyright protection to encourage both
creativity and competition.



To ensure that Australia’s copyright laws are relevant to the 21st
century, the Coalition will initiate an independent review of the Act to
make sure it does not restrict competition and innovation in Australia.

Part 4 Our Constitution

The Coalition will continue to develop the referendum proposal. We
shall ensure that constitutional and legal issues are addressed in the
development and presentation of a referendum question by the end of
1999 on whether Australia should become a republic.
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