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The Nationals are the party of regional Australia. We are the party that provides leadership 
and certainty to the seven million Australians who live outside our capital cities. We are the 
party that bridges the divide between urban Australia and the regions where our national 
identity was forged. 

Eighty years ago, my great predecessor Earle Page founded the Federal National Party with a 
vision for Australia. He had -  

 a national vision of a safe and secure country where democracy could flourish;  
 An economic vision founded on individual freedom; and  
 A social vision founded on enduring values.  

Australia has changed dramatically since 1923, but the National Party's vision for our country 
is more relevant and important than ever. 

Recent events have shown that the first priority of the government must still be national 
leadership and security. We know that the only way to create economic prosperity is to rely 
on individual enterprise and we know that our future as a nation depends on having strong 
families and communities.  

Australia cannot afford the risk of electing a Labor Party government that would flip-flop 
from one position to another -- the only constant direction being further into red ink, given 
Mr Beazley's love of debt. 

Australia cannot afford the risk of electing independents or fringe groups with no economic 
management credentials and no-one but themselves to please. 

You know where the National Party stands. 

You know we stand beside the United States as an ally in these times of trouble. But we are 
not American. 

You know we stand beside the Liberal Party as an ally in Government. But we are not the 
Liberal Party. 



You know we are the National Party and we stand for regional Australia - for the people and 
communities and businesses outside our capital cities. 

The National Party in government has worked with our coalition partners to take the hard 
decisions that these times have demanded. We are protecting our borders against the people 
smugglers. We stood up for the East Timorese people and our leadership of the peacekeeping 
operation won Australia honour and renown throughout the world. In these dark times, we are 
standing with our historic allies and have committed Australia's military forces to the 
international coalition against terrorism. 

The Coalition has taken the hard decisions that were needed to protect the Australian 
economy from the downturn in Asia. We eliminated Labor's budget deficit and reduced the 
Federal Government's debt. We can now spend more of our tax dollars on roads and schools, 
and less on interest repayments.  

We are exporting more than we are importing, and overwhelmingly our farmers and miners 
are driving Australia's economic performance. 

Interest rates are now at their lowest level since Jack McEwen was the leader of the National 
Party. Our industrial reforms have created more flexible workplaces. Real wages have 
increased, there are 830,000 new jobs, and our waterfront is internationally competitive for 
the first time. 

The National Party and our coalition partners have delivered on our commitment to regional 
Australia. Our country needs prosperous regions as much as it needs prosperous cities. The 
sunlit plains that Banjo Paterson wrote about are part of us all and have shaped our national 
character.  

The Nationals in Government have invested $28.5 billion over the past five years in over 300 
regional programs. I have already announced our Sustainable Regions program, which is a 
commitment of $100 million over four years to provide a toolbox to help regional 
communities achieve growth and development.  

Kim Beazley and the Labor Party have announced they would abolish our sustainable 
regions package. Have they told the people of the Tweed, Gippsland, the Kimberleys, the 
Atherton Tableland, and the other regions identified for the program? 

There is life again in the main streets of towns such as Ashford in New South Wales and 
Aramac in Queensland. In all, five hundred towns are taking part in the Rural Transaction 
Centre program, which is replacing the services that were lost during the Labor years. 

Kim Beazley and the Labor Party has announced that it would scrap this program. 

Many communities have used our Regional Solutions Program, which is helping towns to 
create new business opportunities and improve their access to services. For example, the 
Urana Shire Council in Farrer has received $120,000 to construct a new doctor's residence 
and surgery.  

Kim Beazley and the Labor Party have announced they would abandon this program, 
as well.  



The Coalition has already committed $6 million to place Small Business Assistance Officers 
in rural and regional areas to provide small business operators with face to face assistance. 
The Coalition will spend $24 million to extend the initiative, which will now include the 
development of greater trade and export opportunities.  

We are comprehensively addressing the shortage of doctors in rural areas - another legacy of 
13 years of Labor Government -- and provided more opportunities for students to pursue a 
career in rural medicine. We are opening nine new clinical schools across regional Australia, 
because students who undertake their training in rural areas are likely to practice there. 

The National Party is particularly concerned about the care of older Australians, and it is a 
very important issue here in the Tweed, with its high proportion of retired people. The 
Coalition has allocated over 41,000 aged care places in areas of need since 1996. Almost 75 
percent of the capital funding we are providing for aged care homes and services is going to 
regional areas. We have already announced that we are spending more than $100 million over 
four years to improve rural nursing services and the Nationals will ensure that aged care 
nursing receives its share of government funding. 

Experience has shown that smaller aged care homes in regional Australia can find it hard to 
generate the required capital income because of the limited capacity of residents to pay 
accommodation bonds and charges. 

New Capital Funding 

 I am therefore announcing today that the Coalition will provide $100 million in 
additional capital funding over four years for rural, regional and some urban 
fringe aged care homes.  

Our funding will ensure that smaller regional communities can build, upgrade, and maintain 
aged care facilities so their older residents can stay in the towns where they have spent their 
lives.  

Regional Australia depends heavily on road transport. The Coalition has reduced land 
transport costs through the introduction of the diesel fuel grants scheme and the abolition of 
indexation.  

We have moved a long way towards upgrading road and rail infrastructure, including local 
roads through the $1.2 billion Roads to Recovery program. The Labor Party has described 
Roads to Recovery as a 'boondoggle' - one of Kim Beazley's prolix words that means a trivial 
or unnecessary expenditure.  

I'm sure he hasn't been on a local rural road, or understands that local roads are vital to our 
social as well as our economic interests, in a way that no city-centric political party could 
comprehend. It's about getting the kids to school after 30 points of rain, or to the doctor, or to 
the neighbours to play. Many rural people I have spoken to place it at the very top of their 
priorities. 

We cannot be confident that Labor would keep Roads to Recovery, given the way they have 
flip-flopped on the issue.  



I will be releasing a detailed transport policy later in the campaign, which will place special 
emphasis on the needs of regional Australia. The Nationals will hold the states and territories 
accountable for their failure to ensure that regional communities receive equitable transport 
services, including bus services. 

Despite our best efforts, the accident rate on rural roads is still too high. Every year, almost a 
thousand Australians die on rural roads. These deaths are preventable, and often occur for the 
simplest of reasons - soft shoulders, a bad curve, or a poorly marked intersection. 

Black Spots Funding 

 I am pleased to announce today that a re-elected Coalition Government will 
spend $180 million over four years to extend the black spots program, which 
provides funding to improve dangerous locations on Australia's roads. We will 
spend $90 million in regional Australia.  

The Coalition re-introduced the Black Spots program in 1996, after Labor abolished it. Under 
the program, we have reduced the risk of accidents at hundreds of locations. The black spots 
program has prevented more than 1,500 serious accidents since 1996. Our promise today will 
save even more lives. 

Regional airlines provide vital services throughout our vast country. The Coalition has 
restored air services to all of the 34 destinations that were served only by Ansett and its 
subsidiaries. We have provided about $12 million in loans and grants to replace regional 
routes and enable Kendell, Hazelton, and Skywest to resume services. 

The Coalition Government has already given an enormous boost to regional air services in 
New South Wales by providing regional airlines with guaranteed access to Sydney Airport. I 
will be making further announcements about regional airlines services in the Coalition's 
transport policy. 

The Coalition has put in place a new mobile phone network in regional Australia. The 
CDMA system now serves thousands more people than the analogue network that Labor gave 
away. Only this month, new CDMA towers were switched on at Ivanhoe in western NSW, 
and Texas in Queensland. 

We have delivered untimed local telephone calls to the people of remote Australia for the 
first time - a key National Party policy.  

I can confirm today that a Coalition Government will not sell the remaining 51 percent of 
Telstra until both we and the people of regional Australia are agreed that they have the 
services they need. 

The Coalition will further bridge the divide between the television and radio services 
available in the cities and the country. 

Television and Radio Service 



 The Coalition will extend SBS Television to all communities with between 5,000 
and 10,000 people where spectrum is available at a cost of $6.5 million over three 
years. Our promise will benefit over 100,000 people across Australia.  

 In addition, we will provide up to $23 million to the Television Blackspots 
program to fund alternative technical solutions for eligible communities where 
analogue retransmission is not possible.  

 We will also establish a $6.5 million Radio Blackspots program to improve 
commercial radio coverage in about 140 towns and communities.  

The Minister for Communications, Senator Alston, will be announcing the details of these 
initiatives tomorrow. 

The National and Liberal Parties are a successful coalition. It is a partnership built on 
common values and the goals we share for our country.  

However, the two parties have separate identities. We are conservative. We believe in 
supporting regional Australia, because it is the heart of our nation. We come from regional 
Australia, and we understand it. We stand for families because they are the foundation of our 
society.  

During our third term, my colleagues and I will be carrying out the policies that we are 
announcing with the Liberals. We will also be pressing our coalition partners to adopt our 
own third term agenda. 

Natural resource management - water, land, and vegetation - is a core issue that must be 
resolved if we are to continue to use natural resources to generate wealth. 

We will continue our partnership with land users and regional communities to ensure that 
natural resource management decisions are taken jointly with them. We will not do as Labor 
proposes, and take blanket decisions from a centralised position as is clearly demonstrated by 
Kim Beazley's land clearing policy. 

Responsible farmers and irrigators recognise that their management practices must change 
due to the community's changed environmental expectations. 

New South Wales irrigators, in particular, know that in many areas water resources have been 
over-allocated and that adjustments have to be made. Moreover, they are prepared to make 
the adjustments based on a proper scientific assessment.  

There is no argument about the need for production sustainability and its matching twin, 
environmental sustainability. The question is how farmers and their local communities will 
cope with what is likely to be a period of massive adjustment. 

If the community, to meet its environmental expectations, requires management changes that 
devalue farm assets, or reduce the productive capacity of those asset, then the whole 
community must share the costs involved. 

Indeed, out of the challenge that confronts us we have to ensure that we use science, 
innovation and strategic investment to build stronger, not weaker, regional economies. 



In the meantime, water is the immediate problem, because both NSW and Queensland State 
Governments have moved to reduce irrigation allocations without proper compensation. 

The National Party will not accept that position. We will not accept that the whole cost of 
meeting the nation's environmental requirements should fall on farmers and their local 
communities. 

After all, they were told for 200 years to maximise their production and wealth from the land. 
They were told to clear it or lose it; to use their water licences or see them withdrawn. 

To provide equity we must establish: 

 properly and clearly defined water property rights, separate from land property rights; 
 security of property rights - so they cannot be removed or impaired without just 

compensation, and can be used reliably as security by lending institutions; and 
 recognition of the need for adjustment assistance for affected communities.  

For the past several months, I have been working with farmer and irrigator bodies to secure 
these principles. It is not enough to simply acknowledge that water property rights should 
exist and leave the detail for later - that's the mistake Labor made in the original CoAG water 
agreement. The definition and the character of the right has to be firmly established, and it 
has to be a national definition. 

It requires national leadership. The issue will need to be resolved by the Council of 
Australian Governments, because the states and territories have constitutional responsibility 
for land and water management. 

Accordingly, the National Party is proposing that the Government should convene an 
early meeting of CoAG to resolve the natural resources issue with the states. 

I do not pretend it will be an easy process. The states do not want to accept the principle that 
they should pay proper compensation for environmental decisions - because it will of course 
cost them money. 

This is an issue the National Party must pursue, and must push until it is satisfactorily 
resolved, because the people who will suffer if it is not resolved are people in our seats, 
National Party seats. 

The National Party stopped the proposed changes to Family Trusts and only a Coalition 
Government with the National Party in a strong position can prevent the ALP and the 
Democrats from doing away with them. We will not allow the reintroduction of entities 
taxation legislation that impacts on Family Trusts. 

The Coalition has announced that we will undertake an independent review of the 
competition provisions of the Trade Practices Act. Our announcement delivers on a key 
initiative that the National Party has pursued in Government. 

Many small businesses, such as newsagents, have raised concerns about the Trade Practices 
Act with Senator Ron Boswell and me. 



Their concerns centre on the disparity between small and large businesses when they 
negotiate terms, conditions, and prices. The disparity is reinforced by the Trade Practices Act. 

When a large corporation or chain negotiates with its suppliers, it does so with the bargaining 
strength conferred on it by its large number of retail outlets. 

In effect, it is collectively bargaining on behalf of many retailers. 

However, when local small businesses negotiate with their suppliers, they bargain for 
themselves alone. The Trade Practices Act prevents them from bargaining collectively with 
their suppliers - unless they obtain a special authorisation, which is complex, expensive, and 
time-consuming. 

Consequently, in the main streets of our towns there is a competitive imbalance between 
stores that are located next door to each other.  

The first task of the review into the Trade Practices Act must be to produce practical 
and workable recommendations to redress the imbalance. 

The National Party has always stood for strong families and communities, because we know 
that they are the foundation of our country. We have fought against the easing of 
pornography laws and the infiltration of gambling into the home through the internet. 

Many communities in regional Australia are now under threat from social problems such as 
drugs, gambling, and youth suicide. Domestic violence - the most vivid demonstration of 
failed relationships - is too common in regional Australia.  

Too many of us and focused on our rights and what we want rather than our responsibilities, 
especially with regard to the children we bring into the world - children who will need every 
opportunity to develop their emotional and relationship skills and indeed their very moral 
fibre as they face an uncertain world. 

It is possible for governments to help build strong communities -- our Tough On Drugs 
strategy and the Stronger Families package of measures are excellent examples. 
Over the last three years, the Coalition has revolutionised the relationship between the 
Government and the regions by helping local communities the skills they need to find their 
own solutions to their economic problems, and the help they need to put those solutions in 
place. It is a partnership.  

I believe we can use the same partnership concept to help create a renewed sense of 
community in country Australia.  

I have already asked the Regional Women's Advisory Council to prepare a report on how 
existing Government programs can be used more effectively to deal with the pressing social 
issues in regional Australia. They are scheduled to report by mid-2002 with an action plan. 

Working in partnership with regional communities to strengthen their social and 
community fabric will be a vital task for the National Party representatives in the next 
Parliament. 



We cannot carry out these tasks, however, without the efforts of National Party members 
everywhere and the support of regional Australia on the tenth of November. 

Ladies and gentlemen, the 2001 election presents regional Australia with a choice. The Labor 
Party does not understand regional Australia and would reverse the gains we have made since 
1996. The independent and minor party candidates can only offer talk - they cannot hope to 
govern and cannot hope to lead. 

The Nationals are the only party that can bridge the divide between urban and regional 
Australia. In coalition with the Liberals, we are the only parties that can provide the certainty 
and stability that Australia needs.  
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