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“As well as preserving heritage sites, we have sought to bring 
the State’s significant places ‘back to life’ by finding practical 

uses for them as part of the restoration process.”
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Fast Facts
• The Heritage of Western Australia Act 1990 provides for the recognition of buildings 

and places that are of significance and represent the story of Western Australia’s history. 
• There are 1,357 places on the State Register of Heritage Places:

• These cover both public and privately-owned places and include buildings, such as Fremantle 
Prison, cemeteries, memorials, archaeological sites, landscapes and gardens, including Kings 
Park.

• About half of these places are in regional WA.
• There have been 155 new places entered into the State Heritage register since 2008, including 

Busselton Jetty and Edith Cowan House.
• More than 25,000 places are recorded on local 

government and interest group registers.

Our Track Record
The Liberal-led Government has a strong focus on the 
preservation and promotion of WA’s built heritage. 
As well as preserving heritage sites, we have sought 
to bring the State’s significant places ‘back to life’ by 
finding practical uses for them as part of the restoration 
process. Since 2008 we have: 

• Introduced WA’s first cultural heritage policy.
• Delivered on key 2013 election commitments, 

including:
• The development and introduction to 

Parliament of a modernised and strengthened 
Heritage Act.

• The implementation of a Western Australian 
heritage revolving fund. The fund has so far 
seen restoration works carried out on the former 
Coogee Hotel and Post Office and the historic Warders’ Cottages in the heart of Fremantle. 
The restored cottages have been placed on the market and the sale proceeds will fund further 
restoration projects. 

• Providing $8.15 million to assist owners with the conservation of heritage buildings affected by 
the 2010 Kalgoorlie-Boulder earthquake, including transforming the historic Burt Street precinct. 

• Introducing increased penalties for illegal damage or demolition of heritage places, including 
increases in fines from $5,000 to a maximum of $1 million and development moratoriums of up 
to 10 years. 

• Cutting red tape for regular maintenance and minor 
repairs to State-registered places.
• Increasing transparency and information on heritage 
listings with an online heritage information portal, 
inHerit, that provides information on more than 23,000 
State and local heritage places in WA.
• Increased the annual Heritage Grants and Incentives 
Program by 25 per cent to $1.27 million, with more than 
$10 million provided since 2008 to assist private owners 
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of heritage places in WA with the cost of refurbishment and maintenance works. 
Every year the program generates on average more than $2.5 million worth of 
private investment into the conservation of heritage 
places.

• Listed Fremantle’s West End on the State Register of 
Heritage Places. Covering almost 200,000sqm and 
featuring 250 buildings, it is the biggest single place 
to be included in the register.

Major Heritage Projects
The Liberal-led Government has demonstrated its 
commitment to State-owned heritage buildings through 
major restoration and development projects, including: 

• The renovation of the former Hale House (now Office 
of the Premier and Cabinet Room) in West Perth.

• The new fit-out of the former Royal Institute for the 
Blind building in Whatley Crescent, Maylands, to create 
the WA Ballet Centre, with $2 million from the Department of Culture and the Arts.

• The National ANZAC Centre and commemorative infrastructure at Mt Adelaide and Mt Clarence 
in Albany.

• The Kalgoorlie Courthouse redevelopment. 
• The New Norcia traffic bypass, which is under way, will remove heavy vehicles from the historic 

town precinct and allow for future development and restoration of the town.
• The opening of the historic Sunset Heritage precinct in Dalkeith to the public for the first time 

in more than 20 years. The precinct spans 7.9 hectares and is one of WA’s biggest and most 
intact heritage sites. Liberal led Government has invested $8 million in laying the foundations for 
Sunset’s future as a community and cultural space. 

The Liberal-led Government has provided support to 
the private sector on significant heritage projects that 
have contributed to the revitalisation of the Perth CBD 
and other regional centres, along with the restoration 
and activation of buildings including:
• The Old Perth Boys School, Perth Technical School,  
 Royal Insurance Buildings, WA Trustees Buildings and  
 Newspaper House at Brookfield Place on St Georges  
 Terrace
• The Old Treasury Building 
• The Guildford Hotel; and
• The adaptation of the former Port Hedland District  
 Medical Officer’s Quarters into the newest Dome Café.

Our Commitment
A re-elected Liberal Government will: 

• Complete conservation works at the site of the former Sunset Hospital in Dalkeith. The Liberal-led 
Government has overseen the transformation of this long-neglected but important place into a 
unique, accessible public asset for families to enjoy. The Government has an in-principle agreement 
to transfer the site to the National Trust of WA to manage as an arts, cultural and community 
precinct over coming years.
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• Transform Fremantle Prison into a world-class visitor attraction. Fremantle Prison 
is the State’s only built World Heritage site. The site receives 200,000 visits a year 
and there is potential to increase this number by offering new and improved sensory experiences. 
This would include: 
• Son et lumiere (sound and light show) that will bring to life the story of convicts, the construction 

of the prison and daring escape stories. The sound and light show will be projected on to the 
façade of the main cell block at night and will be the first of its kind in Australia.

• New technologies such as motion-activated soundscapes and augmented and virtual reality. 
The prison’s tour program will also be expanded to include overnight stays. 

• A Liberal Government will allocate $2.5 million to complete this project, comprising $1 million for 
the production and operation of the son et lumiere, $1 million for the expanded tour programs 
and new technologies and $0.5 million for minor capital works to enable delivery of the new 
programs.

• Develop a virtual heritage trail planner. A Liberal-led Government will raise the profile of our 
heritage places by making the stories attached to them easier to access. The vast amount of 
information held on Perth’s historic buildings and places will be collated and made available 
through GPS-enabled smartphones and an accompanying website. 
Visitors and local residents will be able create their own urban walking trail or choose from themed 
options catering to different interests. The virtual heritage trail planner will initially focus on 
central Perth. If proven successful, a Liberal Government will look to expand it to other heritage-
rich locations across our state such as Fremantle and Albany. The development and rollout of the 
planner, data collation and website is expected to cost $1 million.

• Continue the rollout of the Heritage Revolving Fund to enable the ongoing restoration, sale and 
reuse of under-utilised publicly owned buildings. Once the sale proceeds from the Coogee Hotel 
and the Warders’ Cottages are collected, a Liberal Government will select and start work on the 
next restoration project. 


