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Environmental Principles 
 

Policy Category: A. Environment                                                                                                                  Issued: March 2007 

 

Principles 
The Australian Greens believe that: 

1. human beings are part of the natural world, and all forms of life on Earth deserve our respect. 

2. human society depends upon the ecological resources of the planet, and we therefore must 
protect and maintain the integrity of its ecosystems. 

3. Australians as global citizens have a duty of care to manage our unique natural environment and 
its resources, to ensure their ongoing sustainability for future generations, and to help protect the 
ecological integrity of our planet. 

4. the precautionary principle must be adopted in order to secure the continued availability of the 
resources of the planet for present and future generations. 

5. the cultural knowledge of the indigenous peoples of the world as the original custodians of land 
and sea must be recognised. 

6. land and sea country rights of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples must be supported.  

7. climate change is real, urgent and the greatest threat facing the global environment at the 
beginning of the 21st century. 

 

Goals 
The Australian Greens want: 

8. a society which lives within the ecological and resource limits of the planet. 

9. a curtailing of the use of natural resources so sufficient resources are left for future generations. 

10. an equitable distribution of global resources that delivers sustainable and meaningful prosperity 
for all current and future generations. 

11. an improved quality of life for all Australians, with a reduction in the material consumption that 
contributes to the degradation of the planet. 

12. to encourage the participation of local communities in the planning and implementation of 
strategies to protect and manage the environment. 

13. to work with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to protect and restore our country. 

14. a quantitative reduction in greenhouse gas emissions of sufficient scale to minimise climate change.  

 

Measures 
The Australian Greens will: 
15. use the Commonwealth’s powers to protect and enhance Australia’s environment and heritage. 

16. establish a national Ecological Sustainability Commission to focus on issues of ecological integrity. 

17. ensure that all responsibilities under international environmental treaties to which Australia is a 
signatory are clearly defined in national legislation. 
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18. promote globally sustainable development through support for a World Environment 

Organisation, combining the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP), the United Nations 
Development Program (UNDP) and the Global Environment Facility (GEF). 

19. ensure that ecological and environmental principles are included in primary and secondary 
school curricula.  

20. provide incentives to individuals and businesses to promote sustainability, while phasing out tax 
breaks, subsidies and other government policies that stimulate waste, pollution and 
environmental degradation. 

21. ensure that Australia’s reserve systems are comprehensive, adequate and representative of all of 
our unique ecosystems.  

22. adopt a continent-wide approach to protection and restoration of Australia’s natural 
environment, its rivers, wild lands and marine ecosystems, including the protection of old 
growth and high conservation value forests and their wildlife. 

23. require Australian companies operating overseas to comply with Australian environmental 
standards. 

24. phase out the use of persistent and bio-accumulative chemicals, and prevent the release of 
hazardous chemicals into the environment. 

25. strengthen the system of biosecurity to prevent the introduction of pest plants and animals, and 
diseases. 

26. implement shared management agreements with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples 
to develop meaningful employment in natural resource management. 
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Biological Diversity 
 

Policy Category: A. Environment                                                                                                                  Issued: March 2007 

 

Principles 
The Australian Greens believe that: 

1. biodiversity, ecosystems and ecosystem processes maintain Earth’s life support systems, 
including the climate system. 

2. the protection and conservation of biodiversity is essential for the wellbeing of all life on Earth, 
including human life. 

3. the loss of Australia’s biodiversity poses an unacceptable threat to human and ecosystem health, 
and dramatically reduces our ability to cope with major ecological threats such as climate 
change. 

4. protected areas are vital to the preservation of Australia’s biodiversity, and therefore to the 
health and wellbeing of all Australians. 

5. habitat loss and fragmentation, together with the spread of alien invasive species exacerbated by 
climate change, are the greatest threats to the biodiversity of the planet. 

 

Goals 
The Australian Greens want: 

6. Australia’s biological diversity (in ecosystem, species and genetic diversity) to be maintained. 

7. a comprehensive, adequate and representative system of terrestrial, freshwater and marine 
protected areas (MPAs), including all remaining areas of high conservation value, managed 
primarily to protect biodiversity. 

8. effective habitat management, including ecologically appropriate use of fire. 

9. protection from accidental or deliberate introduction of exotic plants, animals and organisms 
which pose a threat to Australia’s biodiversity, agriculture or human health. 

10. protection, restoration and extension of the habitats of Australia’s native animals including 
marine and riverine species. 

 

Measures 
The Australian Greens will: 
11. promote the application of ecologically sustainable development (ESD) and the precautionary 

principle 

12. introduce national measures to end broadscale clearing and incremental loss of native 
vegetation. 

13. establish buffer zones in high conservation areas, and link and restore ecological fragments on 
public and private land. 

14. fund and enforce recovery plans for threatened and endangered species and ecological 
communities. 

15. fund and enforce threat abatement plans for nationally listed threatening processes. 
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16. increase funding to biosecurity services to anticipate new alien invasive species threats posed by 

climate change and expanded pathways resulting from globalised trade and travel. 

17. increase funding for research into humane and sustainable means of controlling existing and 
potential threats to biodiversity from feral animals, weeds and pest species. 

18. increase and enforce penalties for the killing and/or capture of nationally listed threatened and 
endangered species, and for deliberate habitat destruction. 

19. support programs that work with private landowners to protect and restore nature conservation 
values on their land, including conservation covenants.  
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Marine and Coastal Areas 
 

Policy Category: A. Environment                                                                                                                  Issued: March 2007 

 

Principles 
The Australian Greens believe that: 

1. a cooperative national approach to coastal management is required to deliver clean and healthy 
environments, integrated ecosystems and sustainable coastal communities. 

2. the application of the precautionary principle is fundamental to sustainable management of 
marine, coastal and estuarine ecosystems. 

3. fisheries must be managed as a part of a broader ecosystem which meets the needs of natural 
predators as well as humans.  

4. the native title claims to sea country by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples must be 
acknowledged, including their right to sustainably access customary fishing grounds. 

5. the health of Australia’s estuarine, coastal and marine environment is dependent on land 
management that recognises the interconnectedness of terrestrial and marine ecosystems. 

6. ecosystems-based management is the most sustainable and appropriate model for the 
management of Australia’s marine territories. 

7. the health of Australia’s fishing industries is dependent on adequate conservation and 
sustainable management measures that ensure the replenishment of fishing stocks. 

8. sea level rise, ocean warming, acidification, and increased severity and frequency of storms as a 
result of climate change pose grave threats to marine and coastal ecosystems. 

 

Goals 
The Australian Greens want: 

9. a Comprehensive, Adequate and Representative (CAR) system of marine reserves in both 
Commonwealth and state and territory waters, to adequately conserve and protect Australia’s 
unique marine, coastal and estuarine biodiversity. 

10. statutory ecosystems-based regional marine planning that enables the full range of uses and 
impacts to be identified and managed, and allocates resources across and within marine industry 
sectors. 

11. a reduction in fishery by-catch and habitat damage from both commercial and recreational 
fishing and other marine activities, and the conservation of key target species. 

12. a strengthened cooperative national approach to the identification, containment and eradication 
of introduced marine pests. 

13. implementation by all levels of government of the National Framework for Integrated Coastal 
Zone Management.  

14. protection of the habitat of all marine mammals. 

15. a global ban on commercial and so-called scientific take or other killing of all whales and other 
cetaceans, except for sustainable indigenous subsistence hunting. 
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Measures 
The Australian Greens will: 
16. introduce an Oceans Act that coordinates sustainability of ocean uses through a statutory 

National Oceans Authority, reporting to the parliament, and enforcing ecosystem-based regional 
management plans and targets. 

17. as part of the Oceans Act, legally define Australia’s exclusive economic zone as extending only 
to the internationally recognised 200 mile limit from the coastline, not the undersea continental 
shelf. 

18. introduce new laws to address the full range of threats to marine mammals, protect animals from 
harm, and to conserve species. 

19. in cooperation with the states and territories, review all offshore constitutional settlements to 
ensure consistent regulation across state and Commonwealth marine boundaries, and assess the 
need for a single National Oceans Authority administrative area for Australia’s marine territory. 

20. ensure that the National Representative System of Marine Protected Areas program has 
legislated targets of a minimum of 30% ‘no take’ areas per bioregion by 2012. 

21. expand the Indigenous Protected Areas Program to include marine based proclamations and 
management and develop programs for using traditional marine law and customary tenure 
systems for ecologically sustainable marine management. 

22. fund the next regional marine planning process with a requirement for its completion around 
Australia within 10 years. 

23. require States to implement regional marine planning processes in State waters that complement 
national Regional Marine Plans. 

24. introduce random mandatory vessel monitoring systems in Australian waters and increase 
mandatory observer coverage to at least 50% of all commercial vessels. 

25. phase out the entry into Australian waters of all single skin tankers.  

26. create a register of unsafe or inappropriate vessels (identified by flags, owners, charterers and 
survey societies) and prohibit these from entering Australian waters. 

27. appropriately resource the monitoring and evaluation of the state of Australia’s marine and 
coastal resources.  

28. establish trilateral agreements and adequately resource the implementation of the National 
Framework for Integrated Coastal Zone Management. 

29. work with the states & territories to reduce land-based sources of marine pollution, including 
pollution from diffuse urban and agricultural sources. 

30. introduce national standards for the ecological health of beaches and coastal lagoons. 

31. strengthen the management of introduced marine pests, and investigate the most effective means 
by which to prevent their introduction by international shipping. 

32. support all appropriate sanctuaries and measures to protect marine mammals from hunting, 
except for sustainable indigenous subsistence hunting. 

33. reaffirm support for a comprehensive international ban on commercial whaling, the abolition of 
so called ‘scientific’ whaling, and an international ban on the sale of whale meat and by-
products. 

Page 2 of 3 

Click here to jump to Index  <> Page 7 of 94 



AUSTRALIAN GREENS POLICY:   Marine and Coastal Areas (cont’d)    
www.greens.org.au/about/policies  
 
 
34. restrict the use of seismic devices and other technologies that cause ecological harm, 

particularly to marine mammals. 

35. restrict the testing of military and naval explosive devices in the oceans to minimise the impacts 
on marine and coastal ecosystems. 

36. eliminate harmful and toxic waste dumping into Australian waters. 
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Water and Inland Aqautic Environments 
 

Policy Category: A. Environment                                                                                                                  Issued: March 2007 

 

Principles 
The Australian Greens believe that: 

1. access to clean and adequate water is fundamental to life.  

2. Australia is the driest inhabited continent in the world, and our freshwater resources are coming 
under increasing pressure as a result of climate change and growing human demand. 

3. the health of our catchments, rivers, wetlands, groundwater systems and estuaries underpins the 
health of our environment and our communities, and the prosperity of our agriculture and 
industry. 

4. we have a responsibility to protect Australia’s rivers and freshwater environments as part of our 
natural heritage and future prosperity. 

5. as a scarce and fluctuating resource, Australia’s major water supplies must be publicly owned 
and must be managed through a system of regulated water allocation. 

6. water efficiency and recycling measures must be considered before expensive, environmentally 
damaging and greenhouse gas intensive alternative water management strategies.  

7. Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people must have the opportunity to participate in water 
catchment planning and management where appropriate. 

8. there should be no new large-scale dams on Australian rivers. 

 

Goals 
The Australian Greens want: 

9. legislation and regulatory systems which protect our catchments, rivers, wetlands, estuaries and 
groundwater systems 

10. healthy drinking water that consistently meets or exceeds World Health Organisation (WHO) 
and National Drinking Water standards. 

11. public ownership and control of all major water supply, distribution, drainage and disposal 
systems. 

12. sustainable water use planning to be required for all new developments and agricultural use. 

13. national research and planning addressing the impacts of climate change on our catchments, 
rivers, wetlands, estuaries and groundwater systems. 

14. all national water reform legislation, planning and agreements to strategically address the 
impacts of climate change on Australia’s water resources. 

15. sufficient water allocations for environmental flows. 
 
. 
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Measures 
The Australian Greens will: 
16 ensure that all major water infrastructure systems are in public ownership. 

17 establish funding agreements with the states and territories based on per capita targets for 
reduction in water consumption and increases in recycling and reuse.  

18 encourage the states and territories to adopt Water Sensitive Urban Design principles and 
methods for both new and existing development and infrastructure. 

19 work with the states and territories to: 

• review the impact of climate change on catchments, rivers, wetlands, groundwater systems 
and estuaries and ensure that all future planning adequately addresses climate change; 

• implement a Comprehensive, Adequate and Representative (CAR) system of reserves for 
Australia’s unique and high conservation value freshwater ecosystems, and fully protect rivers 
that still have natural flow regimes; 

• implement integrated catchment management planning and establish environmental flow 
targets for all catchments on a national basis; 

• buy back water entitlements in severely degraded and over-allocated systems; 

• permit extraction from groundwater systems that do not exceed recharge rates, as determined 
by a comprehensive hydrogeological assessment; and 

• support the introduction of water recycling measures. 

20 conduct a national review of the social, economic and ecological impacts of Australian water 
allocations and water trading systems, and place a moratorium on the further extension of water 
trading systems until this review is completed. 

21 ensure that any water trading systems are based on scientific studies of the freshwater systems 
involved, and that water trading boundaries and allocations are ecologically appropriate.  

22 legislate to ensure the provision of environmental water flows in all catchments to sustain and 
restore our natural environmental heritage. 

23 implement water saving measures for irrigated agriculture, and ensure pricing encourages 
efficient water use.   

24 consult with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people in integrated catchment planning and 
management. 

25 require a complete environmental impact assessment, prior to commencement, for schemes 
involving re-insertion of waste-water into an aquifer. 

26 assist the states and territories to address processes that threaten Australia’s freshwater systems 
such as land clearance, mining, erosion, sedimentation and pollution, by protecting and restoring 
native vegetation, and addressing point and diffuse sources of pollution and sediment runoff.  

27 ensure that Australian drinking water supplies consistently meet or exceed WHO and National 
Drinking Water standards, and that catchment water quality is regularly monitored and publicly 
reported.  

28 ensure that there are comprehensive minimum water efficiency standards for new domestic and 
commercial appliances. 
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Animals 
 

Policy Category: A. Environment                                                                                                                  Issued: March 2007 

 

Principles 
The Australian Greens believe that: 

1. animals have intrinsic value, separate from the needs of humans who have a responsibility to 
ensure that animals’ rights are respected. 

2. we have a duty of care to minimise cruelty to animals resulting from human activity. 

3. native animals and their habitats must be protected. 

 

Goals 
The Australian Greens want: 

4. the protection of native animals, and the restoration and extension of their current natural 
habitats. 

5. the most humane and effective means available to be used in the control of introduced and pest 
species, including humane population management methods. 

6. an end to cruel and unnecessary animal experimentation. 

7. increased community understanding of the impacts of consumer choices on animal welfare and 
on the environment.. 

 

Measures 
The Australian Greens will: 
8. strengthen national animal welfare legislation that prohibits cruelty and ensures that acts of 

cruelty are treated as criminal offences. 

9. legislate to protect the welfare of agricultural animals, including conditions of transport and 
captivity. 

10. end the export of live animals for consumption. 

11. phase out intensive farming practices in meat, dairy and egg production. 

12. develop an enforceable Australian standard for free-range farming practices for all agricultural 
animals. 

13. ban the use of animals as experimental objects in military and industrial research, and in 
cosmetics testing.  

14. ban genetic engineering involving animals, including reproductive cloning. 

15. ban the importation of animal products produced by methods which do not accord with 
Australian standards. 

16. ban the importation of animals for zoos, except where the importation will assist the overall 
conservation of the species.  

17. ban the exportation of animals to jurisdictions where levels of legislative protection are below 
those of Australia. 
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18. work for improved global conservation of habitat for endangered species through Australia’s 

trade, diplomatic and aid relations. 

19. ban the use or display of wild animals, and phase out the use of domesticated animals, in 
circuses. 

20. ensure that trade agreements do not undermine Australian animal welfare standards. 

21. promote an accurate national labelling system that identifies products that are ‘cruelty-free’. 

22. support the research, development and implementation of more humane methods of introduced 
pest and introduced species management and control.  

23. foster community education about the needs of animals and our responsibilities to them. 

24. support a ban on commercial whaling in accordance with the Australian Greens Policy on 
Marine and Coastal Environments. 
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Waste 
 

Policy Category: A. Environment                                                                                                                  Issued: March 2007 

 

Principles 
The Australian Greens believe that: 

1. the goal of zero waste is desirable, achievable and will assist in achieving deep cuts in 
greenhouse gas emissions cost effectively. 

2. reducing, reusing and recycling are integral to achieving zero waste. 

3. it is essential to eliminate rather than manage waste. 

4. full social, environmental and economic costs must be taken into account in decisions about 
creating, managing and disposing of waste. 

5. the transportation of hazardous waste must be minimised, and the Australian community must 
be fully informed about its location, disposal and transportation. 

 

Goals 
The Australian Greens want: 

6. a comprehensive national waste strategy, addressing each stage of the production and 
consumption cycle, with mandatory targets aimed at achieving the eventual elimination of all 
waste. 

7. a system of Extended Producer Responsibility that obliges manufacturers, distributors and 
importers to take responsibility for the life cycle of the products and packaging they create.  

8. an end to the use of landfills for unsorted waste disposal. 

9. methane capture at all major land fills taking putrescible waste. 

10. the strict enforcement of bans on illegal dumping and incineration.

 

Measures 
The Australian Greens will: 
11. in cooperation with the states and territories, regulate and fund hazardous materials collection 

and treatment facilities, with the aim of keeping all stockpiles and newly generated hazardous 
waste to a minimum.  

12. strengthen the National Pollution Inventory to ensure it comprehensively documents all point 
source substances released to the environment. 

13. implement reporting systems to document the true volumes, generators and types of waste. 

14. through the Council of Australian Governments, implement a national phase-out of the use of 
landfills for the disposal of unsorted waste. 

15. work with states and territories to structure strong and consistent levy systems which act as 
disincentives for unsorted waste, with the monies raised directed to the provision of sustainable 
waste reuse and recycling facilities.  

16. regulate to phase out non-recyclable plastics. 
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17. eliminate packaging waste by:  

• strengthening the National Packaging Covenant and making compliance mandatory; 

• imposing a levy or ban on disposable plastic bags; and,  

• introducing national container deposit legislation. 

18. restore the recycled paper bounty. 

19. restrict the distribution of junk mail. 

20. work with states and territories to implement an national E-waste collection and processing 
strategy to remove electronic equipment from the general waste stream and eliminate existing 
stockpiles 

21. end the dumping of reusable building wastes in landfill. 

22. establish tyre recycling facilities. 

23. introduce a green labelling scheme for products that are biodegradable, reusable or recyclable, 
and for products which are primarily made from recycled materials. 

24. ratify Decision III/1 of the Basel Convention to stop Australia’s practice of dumping hazardous 
waste on the developing world. 
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Population 
 

Policy Category: A. Environment                                                                                                                  Issued: March 2007 

 

Principles 
The Australian Greens believe that: 

1. Australia must contribute to achieving a globally sustainable population. 

2. our environmental impact is not determined by population numbers alone, but by the way that 
people live. 

3. consumption patterns and levels, distribution of resources, agricultural practices for domestic 
consumption and export, levels and types of industrial activity, urban design and transport 
options determine the ecological footprint of a group of people. 

4. there are complex issues involved in population policy, including: 

• women’s rights; 

• unsustainable resource use; and 

• inequitable distribution of wealth and power. 

5. Australia’s population policy should be determined by its commitment to: 

• ecological sustainability; 

• both global and domestic social justice and equity; 

• intergenerational equity; 

• multiculturalism; 

• international human rights obligations; and 

• decent wages and conditions for all workers. 

6. population policy should not be driven by economic goals or to counter the effects of an ageing 
population. 

7. an Australian population policy must consider the geographical distribution of human 
settlements rather than just concentrate upon population size at the national level. 

8. Australia has an obligation to accept humanitarian migration including that resulting from 
climate change. 

 

Goals 
The Australian Greens want: 

9. reduction of Australia’s use of natural resources to a level that is sustainable and socially just. 

10. recognition that use of resources in production for export is as damaging to the environment as 
production for domestic consumption. 

11. human settlements which are: 

• designed and built to minimise environmental harm and maximise social well-being; and, 

• located in areas where their ecological impact is minimised..
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Measures 
The Australian Greens will: 
12. support, through extensive community consultation, a population policy directed towards 

ecological sustainability in the context of global social justice; 

13. work to achieve a sustainable relationship between humans and the environment by taking 
action:  

• in Australia, including planning, consultation and a whole of government approach, to 
improve equity in consumption levels and resource and technology use; and 

• globally, to improve social and economic equity and promote programs that empower 
women. 

14. implement the 1994 United Nations International Conference on Population and Development 
Programme of Action as endorsed by the Australian Government, by: 

• increasing our contribution to programs that empower women and increase their access to a 
wide range of safe family planning options; and, 

• increasing our overseas aid budget to 0.7% of GNP by 2010 as recommended by the United 
Nations, directed to the poorest, which often include women, with a focus on clean water 
and sanitation, education and high quality accessible health services, including sexual and 
reproductive health services. 

15. ensure that Australian family planning programs, both domestically and overseas, are 
adequately funded to deliver services in the context of reproductive health programs which 
increase the power of girls and women to determine their own reproductive lives, and increase 
the understanding of men of their reproductive responsibilities. 

16. prepare contingency plans for possible large scale humanitarian migration as a result of climate 
change. 
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Sustainable Agriculture 
 

Policy Category: B. Agriculture and Natural Resources                                                                         Issued: March 2007 
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Principles 
The Australian Greens believe that: 

1. the long-term sustainability of agriculture is essential for Australia’s society, economy and 
environment. 

2. sustainable agriculture is fundamental to supporting rural communities, which are a vital part of 
Australian society. 

3. rural Australia faces complex agricultural, environmental and social challenges; many farmers 
and pastoralists are actively seeking sustainable practices, but struggle to contend with 
increasing financial pressures. 

4. the combined problems of salinity, water quality, soil degradation and habitat fragmentation 
require an integrated approach at the farm enterprise, catchment and landscape scales. 

5. ongoing research, development and extension are essential to both improve the sustainability of 
Australian agriculture and to maintain its competitiveness. 

6. we must plan and manage for the likely impacts of climate change, increasing climatic 
variability and oil scarcity on Australia’s agricultural industries. 

 

Goals 
The Australian Greens want: 

7. sustainable land management. 
8. improved water efficiency, water quality and conservation within agricultural systems. 
9. to work with the farming community to address the critical issue of soil degradation and loss of 

soil health facing Australian agricultural industries. 
10. an end to broad-scale native vegetation clearing and, where possible, restoration of native 

vegetation and biodiversity. 
11. the identification of damaged landscapes and those at risk, and the implementation of 

remediation strategies for these areas.  
12. increased support for research into sustainable agricultural innovations and industries.  
13. an increase in new sustainable industries, including biofuel and bioenergy production, provided 

that they do not endanger food security. 
14. improved protection for pastoral and leasehold lands, waterways, roadsides, travelling stock 

routes and other key public assets. 
15. better biosecurity through effective management of invasive species, pests and diseases.  
16. prime agricultural land protected from urban developments and other encroachments, and 

support for community-based food production systems.. 
17. regional communities to be prepared for the impacts of oil scarcity, climate change and 

increased climate variability.  
18. the promotion of Australian produce to the Australian community .  

19. the protection and enhancement of crop diversity and resilience.  
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Measures 
The Australian Greens will: 
20. foster cooperative partnerships between governments, agribusiness, landholders and managers, 

and communities, to implement sustainable agricultural systems, methods and industries, and to 
undertake landscape restoration.  

21. revise and improve existing strategies for natural resource management at both farm and 
catchment levels. 

22. work for community consultation and participation in policy and decision-making in 
agricultural landscape management, with legislation, where appropriate. 

23. address climatic variability and climate change through risk management strategies that 
minimise the adverse impacts of weather extremes, and encourage the adaptation of agricultural 
processes to climate change. 

24. extend incentive schemes to landholders implementing sustainable farming systems. 

25. review exceptional circumstances criteria which permit the continuation of degrading practices. 

26. strengthen national research and development coordination and funding for new industries that 
deliver environmental and community benefits. 

27. structure tax incentives to encourage private sector investment in sustainable new agricultural 
industries. 

28. regulate for sustainable use of irrigation water and groundwater, including transparent pricing to 
promote efficient water use.   

29. ensure agricultural land zoning reflects land use capability and protects prime agricultural land.   

30. support initiatives that increase local product quality and nutrition, local value-adding and local 
distribution, and promote Australian produce to the Australian community. 

31. support further research into alternatives to, and fund the transition from, the use of non-
renewable energy, and agrochemicals such as pesticides and artificial fertilisers.  

32. ensure better access for primary producers to services, expertise and technologies that improve 
the sustainability of their enterprises. 

33. support food trading and processing practices that reduce transport, packaging and waste. 

34. resource international and intranational biosecurity, pest, weed and disease control measures, to 
protect Australia’s biodiversity, its agriculture, and people. 

35. fund research into social and economic factors associated with changes in land use, transport 
and energy costs, and climate risk.   

36. provide long-term funding for successful programs of sustainable landscape use. 

37. promote ecologically sustainable approaches to land use to reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
and sequester carbon in soil, and offer incentives for implementation. 

38. seek and support fair trade and biosecurity in international trade agreements. 

39. address soil degradation and soil health as key funding priorities for natural resource 
management programs. 

40. promote organic agriculture. 
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Principles 
The Australian Greens believe that: 

1. genetically engineered organisms (GEOs), their products, and the chemical inputs used to 
manage them may pose threats to natural and agricultural ecosystems. 

2. the precautionary principle must be applied to the use of genetically engineered organisms and 
technologies. 

3. there should be agreed benchmarks, standards and quality assurance systems that mandate top 
quality, peer reviewed scientific evidence as the only basis for assessing GEOs.  

4. assessments of GEOs have to be broad, independent and scientifically robust, so that any 
negative effects are detected proactively. 

5. as living organisms are not inventions, patents on life are unethical and are against the public 
interest. 

6. GEOs with sterile ‘terminator’ seeds, that will not germinate if saved for future planting, must 
never be released.  

7. farmers and consumers have a right to grow and consume food that is not genetically 
engineered. 

8. people have a right to know if food contains GEOs. 

 

Goals 
The Australian Greens want: 

9. a moratorium on the release of GEOs into the environment until there is an adequate scientific 
understanding of their long term impact on environmental and human health. 

10. mandatory labelling of all foods containing any ingredient, additives, processing aid or other 
constituent produced using GEOs. 

11. a ban on patenting of living organisms and naturally occurring DNA code sequence information. 

12. a strengthened, transparent, precautionary regulatory and monitoring system which prevents 
contamination by GEOs. 

13. impact assessment research criteria and benchmarked processes that ensure GEOs are safe for 
the environment, and that derived foods are safe for human consumption.  

 

 

Measures 
The Australian Greens will: 
14. sign and ratify the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety (on the transfer, handling and use of living 

modified organisms) so that Australia is able to fully meet its obligations under the Convention 
on Biological Diversity.  
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15. revise the Commonwealth Gene Technology Act 2000 in order to enact a five-year moratorium 

on the release of any GEO into the Australian environment for trial or commercial purposes, and 
review and amend the Act to: 

• include rigorous application of the precautionary principle on general release of GEOs; 

• restructure the Office of the Gene Technology Regulator to ensure future mandatory 
notification, assessment, licensing and monitoring of all uses of gene technology, without 
exception; 

• ensure that the assessment process is objective and fair, and is by independent scientists and 
community representatives; 

• ensure that the assessment process examines the potential benefits as well as the risks of any 
proposal to release GEOs; and 

• require economic, marketing and ethical factors to be part of the impact assessment process. 

16. where possible, remove all GEOs from the Australian environment and food supply while the 
moratorium is in place. 

17. require mandatory and accurate labelling of all foods containing any ingredient, additives, 
processing aid or other constituent produced using GEOs. 

18. require certification of all imported seed, food and other products for evidence of presence of 
GEOs and ensure facilities exist for stringent testing. 

19. ensure the availability of accurate, complete and, high quality information to farmers and 
farmers’ representative groups on environmental, economic and social issues relating to genetic 
engineering. 

20. shift agricultural research and development to focus on sustainable methods of production rather 
than genetic engineering. 

21. fund independent scientific research to investigate the risks, hazards and costs of GEOs 
(including the associated use of agrichemicals) to human health, the environment and the 
economy.  
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Principles 
The Australian Greens believe that: 
1. Australia’s natural resources must be managed in accordance with the principles of intergenerational 

equity, biodiversity conservation and respect for the traditional ownership of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples. 

2. the management of Australia’s natural resources must ensure the sovereignty and independence of 
future generations. 

3. resource extraction decisions must be guided by rigorous environmental and social impact 
assessment and by the precautionary principle. 

4. climate change must be a central consideration in the management of forests, fisheries and mining.   

 
 
Forests, Plantations and Wood Products 

 

Goals 
The Australian Greens want: 
5. recognition of the essential role played by mature forest ecosystems in wildlife habitat, carbon 

storage and water supply. 

6. a sustainable and productive wood products industry on public and private land that maintains or 
enhances the resilience of natural ecosystems. 

7. a high value-adding wood products industry that creates long-term skilled jobs and social 
sustainability in regional communities.  

8. an end to the destruction of old-growth forests and other forests of high conservation value. 

9. tax arrangements which do not advantage plantations over other crops.  

10. world’s best practice certified farm-scale plantation forestry.  

11. a diversity of species in plantations. 

 

Measures 
The Australian Greens will: 
12. end the export of woodchips and whole logs from native forests. 

13. end the logging of high conservation value native forests and wildlife habitats 

14. end logging in native forests except, once export woodchipping from them is banned, in limited 
areas where small volumes of timber can be taken from defined areas under strict conditions and for 
specialty purposes. 

15. prohibit the use of native forests for electricity generation. 
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16. nominate Australia’s qualifying ancient forests for listing on the National and/or World Heritage 

registers. 

17. abolish Regional Forest Agreements and replace the Commonwealth Regional Forest Agreements 
Act 2002 to ensure that forests, plantations and the wood productions industry are treated equally 
with other activities under environmental law. 

18. implement a national wood products industry plan that will complete the transition from native 
forests to existing plantations, including retraining and other assistance for workers and the 
development of sustainable alternative fibre industries. 

 

Fisheries 

 

Goals 
The Australian Greens want: 
19. the management of recreational and commercial fisheries to maintain sustainable populations and 

fisheries, and to minimise the environmental impacts of fishing. 

20. protection of fish nursery habitat. 

21. environmentally benign aquaculture industries. 

22. a strategy to maintain adequate, biologically representative ‘no-take’ areas within each fishery 
and/or marine bioregion for the conservation of marine biodiversity and fish stocks. 

 

Measures 
The Australian Greens will: 
23. complete the independent ecological assessment of Australia’s commercial fisheries under the 

provisions of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999. 

24. expand fisheries assessments to all Australian fisheries, including recreational fisheries, and develop 
and implement a national framework for managing recreational and charter fishing. 

25. increase the number of Australia's marine reserves, particularly where these improve the resilience 
of vulnerable fish populations.  

26. strengthen and continue Australia’s proactive stance on illegal, unregulated and unreported fishing, 
including assisting in the development of alternative employment opportunities for impoverished 
communities now relying on the illegal trade. 

27. in cooperation with the states and territories, develop a nationally agreed framework for the 
assessment and regulation of aquaculture developments based on ecosystems management 
principles. 

28. implement a moratorium on deep-sea bottom trawling in Australian waters and require by-catch 
reduction in all trawl fisheries.  

29. maintain adequate, biologically representative ‘no-take’ areas within each fishery and/or marine 
bioregion. 

30. ban all factory-ship based fishing in Australian pelagic fisheries. 
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Mining and Mineral Exploration 

 

Goals 
The Australian Greens want: 
31. a viable mining and mineral exploration sector that meets stringent environmental protection 

standards. 

32. all mining activity to be consistent with the desires and needs of affected Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples. 

 

Measures 
The Australian Greens will: 
33. ensure that environmental and social impact assessments are rigorously applied and implemented on 

all mining proposals and projects.  

34. prohibit the exploration for, and mining and export of, uranium. 

35. oppose the establishment of new coal mines and the expansion of existing mines. 

36. prohibit mineral exploration and mining as well as extraction of petroleum and gas in terrestrial and 
marine nature conservation reserves, including national parks, wilderness areas and other areas of 
outstanding nature conservation value. 

37. establish a national mining insurance fund, based on mining industry contributions, to provide 
resources sufficient to rehabilitate the environmental impacts of existing mining operations. 

38. ensure that all new mining proposals include a fully costed and funded allocation for the restoration 
and rehabilitation of the impacted area(s) to world’s best practice standards. 
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Principles 
The Australian Greens believe that: 

1. climate change poses the greatest threat to our world in human history and requires urgent local, 
national and global action.  

2. we have only 10-15 years to use our collective human intelligence to address the crisis of 
climate change and to prevent catastrophe. 

3. no other country is better placed than Australia to lead the world in this challenge and the 
Greens are committed to Australia taking that lead. 

4. Australia needs to significantly reduce greenhouse gas emissions, actively support international 
mitigation measures to reduce global emissions, and plan to adapt to climate change impacts 
which are now inevitable. 

5. early action to reduce pollution is cheaper and fairer than delaying action. 
6. the equity principle must be at the core of climate change negotiations and measures. 
7. the cost of reducing greenhouse emissions and adapting to climate change must be distributed 

fairly, both domestically and between nations. 
8. climate change will result in the displacement of people, creating environmental refugees and 

intensifying the threat of regional and global conflict. 
9. Australia must use its diplomatic and economic influence to promote the development of 

alternatives to greenhouse gas intensive sources of energy. 
10. energy prices should reflect the environmental and social costs of production and use.  
11. renewable energy projects should be ecologically sustainable and governed by the same 

development guidelines as other investments of a similar scale.  
12. the refurbishment of existing coal fired power stations undermines the effort to increase end-use 

energy efficiency, demand management and renewable energy. 

 

Goals 
The Australian Greens want: 

13. Australia to reduce greenhouse gas emissions to 80% below 1990 levels by 2050, ensuring that 
emissions are reduced across the energy, transport, industrial, waste and land management sectors. 

14. the reversal of Australia’s growing demand for energy through demand management and 
increased efficiency of supply and end-use. 

15. future energy needs to be met using sustainable, renewable energy sources.  
16. all countries to develop and meet greenhouse gas emission targets.  
17. actions to adapt Australia to the impacts of climate change.  
18. Australia to be prepared for peak oil without resorting to the heavily greenhouse polluting 

options of shale oil or coal-to-oil. 
19. the development and ratification of a global oil depletion protocol.. 
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Measures 
The Australian Greens will: 
19. support Australian ratification of the Kyoto Protocol, and taking a leading role in negotiating a 

‘post-Kyoto’ multilateral emission abatement treaty which includes binding emission targets for 
all countries.  

20. establish binding national emission targets for 2010, 2020 and 2050 supported by a detailed 
strategy to reduce emissions from the energy, transport, industry, waste and land management 
sectors 

21. drive the equitable transition to a low carbon economy through a range of market-based and 
regulatory mechanisms reflecting the real costs of greenhouse gas emissions. 

22. address the social impacts of the transition to a low carbon economy. 

23. create a new ministerial position, Minister for Climate Change and Energy, to oversee the 
national response to climate change and the implementation of energy efficiency programs and 
standards.  

24. establish a low greenhouse trigger in the Environment Protection Biodiversity Conservation Act 
(EPBC), ensuring Federal oversight of developments which are liable to have a significant 
impact on domestic or global greenhouse emissions. 

25. establish a national system of energy efficiency targets.  

26. significantly increase the stringency of Minimum Energy Performance Standards (MEPS) for 
products, buildings and infrastructure.  

27. ensure that renewable electricity contributes at least 15% of national demand by 2012 and 25% 
by 2020, by increasing the Mandatory Renewable Energy Target (MRET) and by introducing 
measures such as feed-in tariffs and regulations to support a range of prospective new renewable 
energy technologies. 

28. reform MRET to exclude non-renewable sources including greenfields coal-bed methane, and 
new hydroelectric and native forest fuelled power stations. 

29. reform the National Electricity Market to remove the bias towards centralised coal-fired 
generation, and encourage demand management and the development of distributed generation 
and renewable energy.  

30. transfer subsidies and government support, including funding for research and development, 
from the fossil fuel sectors to energy efficiency and renewable energy.  

31. provide incentives, including any revenue raised from the above measures, to promote public 
transport, and to encourage research, development, and commercialisation of energy efficiency 
and renewable energy. 

32. ensure that energy price subsidies are not used to attract or retain energy intensive industries. 

33. oppose the establishment of new coal-fired power stations, new coal mines and the expansion of 
existing mines. The technology to capture and store greenhouse gas emissions remains 
unproven and has not been shown to be commercially viable or environmentally safe and has 
not been implemented at a commercial scale. 

34. work to ban public funding to refurbish any existing coal fired power stations. 

35. develop a plan within three years to assist affected communities in the transition from 
dependence on coal mining and coal-fired power stations. 

Page 2 of 3 

Click here to jump to Index  <> Page 25 of 94 



AUSTRALIAN GREENS POLICY:   Climate Change and Energy (cont’d)    
www.greens.org.au/about/policies  
 
 
36. take an approach based upon the precautionary principle in relation to carbon capture and 

storage (geosequestration) by opposing public funding, and ensuring that companies are 
financially responsible for the risks of CO2 leakage. 

37. phase in stringent fuel efficiency standards. 

38. remove the GST on public transport. 

39. reduce vehicle dependence and improve fuel efficiency by redesigning Australian cities and 
investing in public transport. 

40. use Government procurement policies to promote efficient passenger vehicles. 

41. amend the Fringe Benefits Tax to remove the incentive to increase vehicle use. 

42. phase out diesel fuel subsidies by removing energy credits. 

43. support research, development and commercialisation of sustainable alternative fuels. 

44. support the development and expansion of robust distribution networks for transitional and 
sustainable alternative fuels. 

45. increase community awareness about the urgent need to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, about 
simple and cost-effective emission mitigation options, and about the need to plan for future 
climate change impacts.  

46. help countries in our region to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, and adapt to climate change 
through appropriate technology transfer and other forms of assistance.  
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Principles 
The Australian Greens believe that: 

1. there is a strong link between the mining and export of uranium, nuclear power and nuclear 
weapon proliferation.  

2. the consequences of the use of nuclear weapons, or of catastrophic accidents at, or terrorist 
attacks on, nuclear power stations, are so great that the risks are unacceptably high.  

3. future generations must not be burdened with high level radioactive waste.  

4. nuclear power is not a safe, clean, timely, economic or practical solution to reducing global 
greenhouse gas emissions.  

 

Goals 
The Australian Greens want: 

5. a nuclear-free Australia. 

6. a nuclear-free world. 

7. safe, long-term containment of Australia’s existing nuclear waste.  

8. the elimination of nuclear and depleted uranium weapons.  

9. safe, ecologically sustainable energy options.  

 

Measures 
The Australian Greens will: 
10. end the exploration for, and the mining and export of, uranium.  
11. prohibit the processing and enrichment of uranium in Australia.  
12. prohibit the import and export of nuclear waste and fuel rods.  
13. prohibit the reprocessing of Australian nuclear fuel rods. 
14. promote the development of non-reactor technologies for the production of radioisotopes for 

medical and scientific purposes.  
15. close the nuclear facility at Lucas Heights.  
16. ensure that nuclear waste is stored with minimal risk and is monitored above ground at or near 

the site of generation.  
17. require uranium mining companies to meet enforceable standards to safely contain and to 

monitor their radioactive tailings wastes.  
18. require uranium mining companies to rehabilitate mining sites.  
19. immediately close Australia’s ports and territorial waters to nuclear-powered or nuclear-armed vessels. 

20. prohibit the treatment of food with ionising radiation (food irradiation), and the importation of 
such food. 
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Principles 
The Australian Greens believe that: 

12. access to quality health care is a basic human right. 

13. individual health outcomes are influenced by the inter-relationship of biological, social, 
economic and environmental factors. 

14. governments are responsible for ensuring that all people have access to the resources and 
opportunities essential for good health. 

15. preventative approaches, measures to alleviate social disadvantage, and universal access to an 
effective health care system are necessary to address inequities in health outcomes.  

16. an effective health system must be based on primary health care and preventive health care, 
such as health promotion, disease prevention and early intervention, in order to reduce 
avoidable admissions and pressure on hospitals. 

17. the public health system is the best way to deliver health services. 

18. the interests of patients must be placed ahead of disputes over federal, state and local 
government responsibilities. 

19. the health system must be focussed on individual and social wellbeing. 

20. people have the right to participate individually and collectively in the planning and 
implementation of their health care. 

21. an effective health care system is dependent upon a skilled, well-resourced workforce.  

22. it is essential to plan now for changing disease patterns arising from climate change. 

 

Goals 
The Australian Greens want: 

12. a universal public health care system for all Australians.  

13. universal access to publicly funded primary dental care. 

14. increased primary health care funding to ensure greater access to general practitioner services. 

15. a health system which has strong, well-funded primary treatment and prevention options as well 
as acute, hospital based care. 

16. primary treatment and prevention services that provide first contact, community-based care. 

17. health funding that supports preventive care and health promotion, multidisciplinary teams and 
networks, and co-located services. 

18. Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people to have health outcomes and life expectancy equal 
to other Australians. 

19. increased funding for services and education for the prevention and early detection of mental 
illness. 

20. health funding that meets the increasing demands resulting from climate change.
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Measures 
The Australian Greens will: 
21. develop a National Health Care Strategy, with a focus on primary health care, which ensures 

national coordination and shared responsibility in health care, research and evaluation. 

22. support Medicare as a universal health insurance scheme funded from progressive taxation. 

23. abolish the private health insurance rebate and redirect funds to the public health system, 
including public hospitals. 

24. increase incentives for GPs and medical specialists to bulk bill.   

25. increase the number of salaried GPs in order to increase access to GP services. 

26. increase the number of well funded multipurpose community health care centres and services in 
regional, rural, and remote areas. 

27. enact measures, including legislation, to protect and extend the Pharmaceutical Benefits 
Scheme. 

28. ensure that the membership of regulatory bodies, such as the Pharmaceutical Advisory  
Committee, is made up of independent scientific experts, clinically based health care advisors 
and consumer representatives, in order to provide independence from undue influence. 

29. fund preventive health programs which include appropriate screening activities and healthy 
lifestyle education.  

30. introduce legislation to promote healthy choices, including a ban on junk food advertising on 
children’s television. 

31. continue restrictions on pharmaceutical advertising, and restrict pharmaceutical promotions to 
health professionals, including undergraduates. 

32. ensure funding for health services to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples that will raise 
their health status to a level comparable to other Australians. 

33. work with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities and relevant agencies to deliver 
accessible, culturally-appropriate and community-controlled health services. 

34. support and add to current innovations that facilitate the training of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander and migrant health professionals. 

35. introduce and fully fund a Commonwealth Dental Scheme for low income earners and their 
families, which provides essential dental care and a full dental examination every two years. 

36. adopt mechanisms to increase access to primary dental services through Medicare. 

37. increase funding to mental health services in collaboration with states and territories, 
particularly to prevention models, and hospital and community-based support, assessment and 
suicide prevention services. 

38. establish properly resourced, strategically located 24 hour community mental health services, 
staffed by the full range of mental health professionals. 

39. expand community-based support services and agencies to enable people with chronic mental 
and/or physical illnesses, and their carers, to live in and participate more fully in their 
communities. 
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40. increase student places in medical, dental and nursing schools, and allied health courses, to 

address the shortage of health professionals with commensurate funding for staffing and 
facilities to ensure high quality training and mentorship programs. 

41. review and implement effective measures to attract health professionals to rural and remote 
areas.   

42. legislate to enable people with long-term chronic illnesses to continue to access Pharmaceutical 
Benefits Scheme medicines at the concession rate when moving to low paid work and ceasing 
the Disability Support Pension. 

43. ensure all women have access to legal, free and safe pregnancy termination services, including 
unbiased counselling. 

44. ensure access to a full range of birthing services. 

45. support improved labelling, and contents and nutritional disclosure, on all food sold in 
Australia, including country of origin. 

46. work for more comprehensive enforcement of standards for food labelling and health and 
nutritional benefit claims. 

47. support improved preparation for emergency responses to pandemics. 

48.  establish an ongoing assessment of, and management plan for, the health risks posed by climate 
change to Australians. 
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Principles 
The Australian Greens believe that: 

1 The Australian Greens do not support the legalisation of currently illegal drugs. 

2 a harm minimisation approach is the best way to reduce the negative effects of drug use and 
drug regulation. 

3 harm minimisation policies and programs are those directed towards reducing the adverse 
health, social and economic consequences of drug use, to the individual user and the 
community.  

4 the use of illegal and legal drugs (including alcohol and tobacco), and some regulatory 
approaches, can have a wide range of adverse health, social and economic effects.  

5 the regulation of personal use of currently illegal drugs is best addressed primarily within a 
health and social framework, with legal support.  

6 imprisonment for personal use of illicit drugs, when not associated with other crimes, is not an 
appropriate solution to drug dependence 

7 a funding mix should be adopted to enable supply reduction, demand reduction and harm 
reduction. 

8 information and education programs should be available to enable informed debate about the 
effects of all drugs, including prescription, non-prescription, legal and illegal drugs. 

9 policy and programs should be adopted that are evidence-based and subject to continuous 
evaluation.  

10 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities must control, to the greatest extent possible, 
the development and management of harm minimisation policies and programs in their 
communities.  

 

Goals 
The Australian Greens want: 

11 a reduction in deaths, disease, crime and corruption resulting from drug use.  

12 reduced consumption of illegal and legal drugs where this leads to a decrease in problems 
associated with harmful drug use.  

13 the cost to government and the community of regulating drug use to be reduced with improved 
health and social outcomes.  

14 improved efficacy of all management, treatment and other regulatory and judicial responses to 
drug use in the community, to maximise harm reduction, supply reduction and demand 
reduction.  
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Measures 
The Australian Greens will: 
15 establish an Australian Drugs Policy Institute to undertake research trials and evaluation of 

policy and treatment programs.  

16 provide free information on substance use, especially for young people.  

17 ban all advertising and all sponsorship of tobacco products.  

18 establish an independent body to regulate alcohol advertising.  

19 ban donations from the tobacco, alcohol and pharmaceutical industries to political parties.  

20 reform alcohol taxation so that the tax rate is based on alcohol content rather than beverage 
type, and allocate the income to fund alcohol and drug education and treatment.  

21 reduce the effects of passive smoking, by introducing a ban on smoking in defined public 
spaces.  

22 continue restrictions on the sale of alcohol and tobacco products to people under the age of 18.  

23 prohibit advertising promotions for alcohol that encourage excessive drinking.  

24 introduce the regulated use of cannabis for specified medical purposes, such as intractable 
pain. 

25 support the comprehensive roll out of Opal non-sniffable fuel throughout regions of Australia 
where petrol sniffing and trafficking is a problem, with associated diversionary and 
rehabilitation programs.  

26 support serious penalties for driving while under the influence of alcohol and other drugs that 
impair cognitive or psychomotor skills.  

27 introduce a system of sanctions for personal use of illicit drugs, when not associated with other 
crimes, that include measures such as education, counselling and treatment commensurate with 
specific cases and circumstances.  

28 support criminal penalties for drug dealers.  

29 increase availability of diversion to rehabilitation and treatment programs as a sentencing 
alternative for people convicted of crimes committed to support a personal addiction to drugs.  

30 promote relationships between relevant agencies and local communities to address problems 
associated with illegal drug use.  

31 make drug substitution treatments available under the Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme, and 
compensate pharmacists for costs of dispensing treatment.  

32 extend the range of counselling and treatment programs covered by Medicare.  

33 increase the availability of harm reduction programs, including needle and syringe exchanges 
and medically supervised injecting rooms, and implement a rigorous scientific trial of 
prescribed heroin to registered users, in line with the proposed 1996 ACT government heroin 
trial. 
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Principles 
The Australian Greens believe that: 

1 education is the key to Australian's future health, wealth and happiness. Australia's prosperity, 
environmental sustainability, well being and social fulfilment depend on universal access to 
high quality education.  

2 all people are entitled to free, well-funded and high quality, life-long public education and 
training.  

3 the principal responsibility of government is to fund and support a high quality public 
education system available to all. 

4 flexibility within the public education system is essential for the provision of a wide and 
diverse range of education options. 

5 financial and resource needs of public education must receive the highest priority within the 
education budget.  

6 Australian society is best served in the long term through educating our children in a system 
which brings them together to learn side-by-side; high levels of enrolments in the public school 
system are healthy for our community, and Commonwealth funding policies should reflect 
this.  

7 parents and citizens’ organisations, staff, and teacher, academic and student unions have a right 
to play a significant role in setting directions, priorities, curricula and the running of the public 
education system.  

8 early childhood education is a critical component of lifelong learning and should be provided 
by government and accredited community organisations, not by corporate or for-profit 
providers.  

9 the maintenance and development of a separate, public technical and further education (TAFE) 
system as the dominant provider of vocational education and training (VET) is essential.  

10 the community and the not-for-profit VET sector plays an important role and must be 
supported.  

11  universities are places of learning and research, where the needs of the whole community and 
the values of service to the public and scholarship take priority over sectional and commercial 
interests.  

12 fulltime university and TAFE students are entitled to a living allowance which enables them to 
study instead of having to work during term time.  

13 academic freedom, which allows for critical comment and innovation without fear of reprisals, 
must be protected.  

14 education unions are the appropriate industrial representatives in all educational matters.  

15 all public education infrastructure must be publicly owned.  

16 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students and communities should determine their own 
education opportunities consistent with their unique circumstances, needs and voices. 
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17 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities should be centrally involved in the 

determination of their own educational priorities and in the design and delivery of education 
opportunities at all levels. 

18 it is neither desirable nor practical to pay differential amounts to teachers, other than by an 
accountable system of promotions or to encourage teachers into positions that are difficult to 
staff. 

 
Early Childhood Education 
Goals 
The Australian Greens want: 

19 every child in Australia to have access at least two years of public preschool education. 

20 significantly improved remuneration for early childhood educators, in recognition of their role 
within the community as educational practitioners.  

 
Measures 
The Australian Greens will: 
21 fund the construction of new public preschool facilities.  

22 increase pre-service and professional development opportunities for early childhood educators.  

23 provide additional teachers and resources for preschool children with special needs.  

 
Schools Education 
Goals 
The Australian Greens want: 

24 a public school system that is internationally recognised as among the best in the world.  

25 teachers’ and other educators’ salaries restored to a level that recognises the importance of the 
work that they do and encourages committed and capable people into the teaching profession.  

26 smaller class sizes.  

27 specialist teachers available for all children with special needs and/or learning difficulties.  

28 timely re-training and professional development for teachers. 

29 schools, in both the public and private sectors, that are free from discrimination.  

30 an increased share of the Commonwealth’s schools budget for public schools.  

31 funding mechanisms that do not attempt to impose narrow ideologically based outcomes on 
schools by the threat of withholding federal monies. 

32 no corporate influence on education policy and curriculum material, no use of sponsors’ 
material in classrooms and no display of corporate logos on school property or school 
publications.  
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33 an option for parents to educate their children at home and/or other settings provided they 

demonstrate a commitment and ability to provide a balanced education, core educational 
outcomes and social interaction with peers.  

34 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people’s educational outcomes to at least match those of 
the rest of the Australian population.  

 

Measures 
The Australian Greens will: 
35 support funding mechanisms that prioritise public schools.  

36 abolish the Commonwealth Government’s inequitable schemes for funding private schools 
which link private school funding to the cost of educating students in the public system, 
including the socioeconomic status (SES) and ‘funding maintained’ formulae.  

37 invest the money saved from ending public subsidies to the very wealthiest private schools into 
a national equity funding programme for public schools.  

38 support the maintenance of the total level of Commonwealth funding for private schools at 
2003–04 levels (excluding that re-allocated under previous clauses), indexed for inflation, with 
a review at the end of the 2005–08 quadrennium. 

39 reintroduce the New Schools Policy which will prevent the development of new private 
schools that would threaten the viability and diversity of existing public schools in the same 
area. 

40 institute a broad-ranging investigation into the funding of school education.  

41 end government funding for schools that operate for private profit. 

42 extend to private schools the anti-discrimination measures that apply in public schools.  

43 fund reduced class sizes in all public schools that suffer socioeconomic disadvantage, starting 
with those that recruit students from communities that have a high proportion of Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander children, and those that cater for children with special needs.  

44 substantially increase specialist support services for students with special needs, including 
those with a disability, and students from non-English speaking backgrounds, and for 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students. 

45 work for the inclusion of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander content in the school 
curriculum, and the inclusion of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander content in the training 
and development of all teachers. 

46 improve funding for teacher training and professional development.  

47 introduce accountability frameworks for government funding to non-government schools to 
create the same minimum level of public accountability and transparency that applies to public 
schools.  

48 end the public ranking of schools in 'league tables'.  

49 oppose any national tertiary entrance qualification system which reduces standards as 
compared to current state tertiary qualification systems. 

50 reject the use of education funding vouchers. 
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51 support decisions about curriculum, testing, reporting and teaching methods being made by 

experts in consultation with teachers, parents, students and the community.  

52 increase capital works and maintenance budgets for public education infrastructure, while 
ensuring public ownership and control and the minimisation of environmental impacts. 

 

Vocational Education & Training 
Goals 
The Australian Greens want: 

53 a free, well-funded TAFE system.  

54 the protection of TAFE from competition policy in order to increase the proportion of VET 
funding that goes to public and community VET providers.  

55 VET funding priorities to seek a balance between the objectives of meeting student desires, 
employment demand, and providing skills in high satisfaction and sustainable jobs. 

56 well-paid TAFE teachers who have secure career structures and manageable workloads.  

57 educators to play a key role in developing and reviewing training packages.  

58 improved living allowance for a greater number of TAFE students.  

59 a role for TAFE in research and innovation, especially research in education and training.  

60 a vibrant community VET sector.  

 
Measures 
The Australian Greens will: 
61 fund enough places to meet demand for VET from every suitably qualified applicant.  

62 reduce class sizes.  

63 provide appropriate remuneration and professional development for teachers.  

64 increase per-student funding to at least 1996 levels appropriately indexed.  

65 provide one-off payments to address the adverse impacts of funding cuts since 1996.  

66 ensure that public funding of private providers of VET and businesses supplying training 
opportunities does not diminish the viability of public TAFE services, expertise or facilities. 

67 phase out the public funding of privately provided VET where TAFE could provide the same 
educational and training outcomes.  

68 abolish all fees and charges for educational services.  

69 provide a means-tested living allowance to all fulltime students.  

70 amend the Australian Quality Training Framework to redress the over-casualisation of TAFE 
teaching by introducing a benchmark of 80 percent of teaching by permanent staff throughout 
public and private VET providers.  

71 incorporate the Australian Technical Colleges into state-funded TAFE.  

72 remove the link between Federal funding and industrial relations issues in TAFE. 
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73 increase the availability of a wide range of apprenticeships, especially in rural and regional 

Australia. 

 
Higher Education 
Goals 
The Australian Greens want: 

74 free university education for Australian citizens, permanent residents and refugees.  

75 improved access to comprehensive tertiary education for rural and remote communities 

76 reduced class sizes. 

77 improved completion rates through increased student/staff time.  

78 internationally competitive conditions for academic staff.  

79 increased government funded places to satisfy unmet demand.  

80 increased enrolments and completions from Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students.  

81 upgraded buildings and amenities on campus.  

82 a cooperative approach to student and funding distribution between universities.  

83 enrolment for high-demand courses with limited places to be based on merit and not on ability 
to pay.  

84 improved and protected collective bargaining rights for university staff.  

85 elected staff and student representatives on university governing bodies.  

 
Measures 
The Australian Greens will: 
86 legislate to increase democratic participation by academics, staff, students and community 

representatives in the decision-making processes within universities.  

87 abolish fees for educational services at public universities for Australian students and forgive 
HECS debts and FEE-HELP debt incurred at public universities.  

88 provide a means tested living allowance for all full-time students.  

89 repeal voluntary student unionism. 

90 support the role of student unions and allow the universal collection of fees from students for 
amenities and services, provided any fees collected are under the democratic control of the 
student body.  

91 support affirmative action entrance, residential programs and ongoing assistance to improve 
opportunities for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students entering university.  

92 ensure adequate funding to all rural, regional and outer-suburban universities to enable them to 
serve their communities and meet local and regional demand.  

93 protect the right of academics to develop and maintain a research career.  
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94 significantly increase the per-student funding of universities and implement index-based 

funding.  

95 increase the number of publicly funded places so that every qualified Australian can have 
access to a university education.  

96 increase funding to expand the research capacity of Australian universities.  

97 increase the proportion of research funding allocated to pure research and to research for the 
public good. 

98 oppose Australian Workplace Agreements in universities. 

Page 6 of 6 

Click here to jump to Index  <> Page 38 of 94 



 

AUSTRALIAN GREENS POLICY              www.greens.org.au/about/policy 
 

Housing 
 

Policy Category: D. Care for People                                                                                                              Issued: March 2007 

 
 

Ecological Sustainability     Social Justice     Peace and Non Violence     Grassroots Democracy 

Principles 
The Australian Greens believe that: 

1. affordable housing is a human right. 
2. the housing needs of low income Australians should be met through the provision of a mix of 

affordable options, including community housing, public housing, shared equity with social 
housing providers and private rental housing. 

3. governments need to provide sufficient public and community housing to meet current need and 
projected demand. 

4. new urban developments should be environmentally sound, public-transport friendly and 
facilitate community interaction. 

5. public participation in the development of public and community housing, (including planning 
and in the assessment of development proposals) is a right, the exercise of which should be 
encouraged by planning authorities. 

6. the housing needs of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people should be met as a matter of 
urgency. 

7. passive solar design must be encouraged as a building principle 

 

Goals 
The Australian Greens want: 

8. the elimination of housing-related poverty. 
9. all Australians to have access to adequate, safe, secure and affordable housing. 
10. Australians who are unable to provide their own housing to be given housing assistance by the 

government. 
11. minimal waiting times on public housing waiting lists. 
12. adequate investment in public and community housing throughout the community to ensure its 

social and economic viability. 
13. participation by tenants and homeless persons in decisions regarding their housing services. 
14. a reduction in the environmental impact of housing, both during construction and throughout the 

life of the building. 
15. priority given in town planning to recreational, cultural and social amenities that promote 

healthy communities. 
16. greater diversity in housing to meet the accessibility needs of disadvantaged groups . 
17. increased provision of emergency accommodation and transitional housing for people in need 

(including women and children affected by family violence, people experiencing homelessness, 
refugees and asylum seekers, migrants, and people released from detention) with sufficient exit 
options to long term housing. 

18. improved legal security of tenure and reduced discrimination. 
19. Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people to have access to adequate, secure, well-

maintained, safe and culturally appropriate long-term housing, wherever they live  
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Measures 
The Australian Greens will: 

20. develop a national housing plan, and significantly increase funding to public and community 
housing. 

21. provide increased financial assistance to people unable to provide for their own housing. 
22. urgently fund sufficient public and community housing, to minimise waiting lists. 
23. ensure public housing is accessible, affordable, secure, habitable and in locations that provide 

reasonable access to employment, health-care, schools and other social facilities. 
24. significantly increase funding to address the housing needs of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander people. 
25. review existing subsidies and incentives for housing and property investment with a view to 

increasing the number of Australians who can afford to own their own home. 
26. ensure subsidies and concessions for the provision of private rental accommodation  are targeted 

at affordable housing for low-income households. 
27. means test the first home owners grant 
28. require new buildings and retrofit of old buildings to meet high minimum standards of energy-

efficiency, noise insulation and water conservation. 
29. develop national planning guidelines for new housing developments that  require: 

• a social mix of public and private housing with a target of 20% low cost and public housing, 
and housing that caters for diverse social needs; 

• design for maximum energy efficiency; 
• privacy and noise controls; 
• permeable road networks allowing for bus access; 
• segregated bicycle paths and footpaths; 
• landscaping, design and infrastructure for rainwater trapping and wastewater recycling; and 
• at least 15% to be allocated to public open space in addition to community facilities. 

30. develop national building standards that: 

• take account of climatic variation across the continent; 
• strengthen disability access provisions; 
• set high standards for energy and water efficiency; and 
• specify minimum standards for non-toxic, low environmental impact construction materials. 

31. develop national urban planning standards that provide for: 

• the location of high density housing and commercial buildings close to high capacity public 
transport; and 

• the clustering of medium-density housing, community facilities and small-scale businesses 
around neighbourhood shopping centres and other social facilities (including health care and 
schooling). 
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Principles 
The Australian Greens believe that: 

1. women have the right to equal respect, responsibilities and rewards in society. 
2. women have the right to equal access and participation in decision-making processes in all areas 

of political, social, intellectual and economic endeavour. 
3. women have the right to freedom from violence. 
4. women have the right to equal pay for work of equal value, and to have their unpaid caring 

responsibilities acknowledged and properly valued throughout their lifetime. 
5. women have the right to make informed, supported choices about all aspects of their lives, 

including sexual identity, health, reproductive health processes, birthing and child-bearing, and 
how they balance participation in paid work with caring responsibilities. 

6. social structures which disadvantage women must be changed. 

 

Goals 
The Australian Greens want: 

7. all public policy and legislation to be consistent with Australia's commitment to the United 
Nations Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination against Women 
(CEDAW), the UN Fourth World Conference on Women Beijing Declaration and Platform for 
Action, and the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. 

8. equal representation of women and men in public life. 
9. women to be able to live their lives free from violence. 
10. equal pay for equal work that acknowledges and values women's specific interaction with the 

paid workforce. 
11. women to have access to safe and confidential health and wellbeing services, including 

reproductive health services. 
12. women to have equal access to appropriate well-resourced education services, from early 

childhood education through to higher education, which recognise the specific barriers women 
face in accessing education. 

13. women to have access to safe and secure accommodation through a comprehensive housing 
policy and the provision of adequate crisis housing. 

14. family-friendly workplaces and public spaces. 

 

Measures 
The Australian Greens will: 

15. legislate to remove sources of discrimination against women. 
16. address the negative effects - physical, emotional and economic - of violence against women, 

through adequately funded, appropriate health and education programs. 
17. further develop and support national anti-violence public education campaigns and programs, 

including family violence. 
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18. end the criminalisation of consensual adult sex work. 
19. implement the National Maternity Action Plan. 
20. ensure that all women have access to legal, free and safe pregnancy termination services 

including unbiased counselling. 
21. improve women's access to crisis services, including housing, especially in rural, regional and 

remote areas. 
22. ensure access to culturally appropriate crisis services for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

women and women from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds. 
23. fully fund paid parental leave. 
24. fund community-based affordable, accessible, quality childcare and provide incentives for on-

site childcare facilities in workplaces. 
25. recognise and give due weight to the work of those involved in homemaking, child raising, 

caring for the elderly or disabled and working for community organisations by including those 
activities in the calculation of national economic measures. 

26. introduce an equitable retirement income system that effectively and adequately provides 
women with financial independence when they retire. 

27. re-establish the federal Office for the Status of Women, including its position as part of the 
Department of Prime Minister and Cabinet. 

28. develop and support programs to increase the skills of women as candidates and members of 
Parliament and to actively promote women to stand as candidates for election. 
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Principles 
The Australian Greens believe that: 

1 the Australian Constitution must recognise the prior occupation and sovereignty of Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander peoples. 

2 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people have a strong cultural and spiritual connection 
with the land, and their rights and obligations as owners and custodians must be respected. 

3 Australia must comply with international agreements that recognise the rights of indigenous 
peoples. 

4 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people have a right to self determination and political 
representation, and must be partners in the development and implementation of public policies, 
programs and services that affect them. 

5 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people have the right to retain, and benefit financially 
from, the indigenous cultural and intellectual property (ICIP) and heritage rights invested in 
traditional knowledge and in the biodiversity of their own lands and waters, in accordance with 
the UN International Convention on Biological Diversity. 

6 where Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples have been dispossessed from their lands 
and waters, they have a right to redress through measures that assist them to acquire, own 
and/or manage their land and waters in a way that enhances their social, cultural, spiritual, 
economic and environmental wellbeing. 

7 all Australians, including those living in remote communities, have an equal right to essential 
government services such as health, education, training, housing, community infrastructure, 
employment support, and policing. 

8 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people should have the same life expectancy and living 
standards as other Australians. 

9 governments must recognise the continuing effect of past treatment of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander people and make a formal apology for the stolen generations. 

10 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people are particularly vulnerable to a wide range of 
climate change impacts. 

 

Goals 
The Australian Greens want: 

11 a treaty that recognises the prior occupation and sovereignty of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples to be enshrined in the constitution.  

12 equality of access to essential services and development opportunities within a decade. 
13 equality of outcomes for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people on all major indicators of 

health, education, training, housing, employment and living standards within a generation, 
within a framework which acknowledges the diverse aspirations of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander people. 

14 the establishment of appropriate Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander representative bodies 
elected by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. 

15 increased representation of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people in all levels of, 
government and other decision making roles. 
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16 all programs and services for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities to employ 

qualified community members where possible, and to include training and capacity 
development. 

17 culturally appropriate services and resources for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people 
based on local language, cultural aspects and community priorities. 

18 qualified local-language and cultural interpreters available in courts, hospitals, clinics, and 
government meetings when needed. 

19 youth programs to be treated as an essential service in remote communities. 
20 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to be able to retain or reclaim language, heritage 

and cultural practices. 
21 items of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultural heritage to be returned to their rightful 

owners and custodians. 
22 full implementation of the recommendations of the following: 

• Bringing Them Home: Report of the National Inquiry into the Separation of Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander Children from their Families (1997); 

• The Royal Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody (1991); 
• The NT Coroner's (1998, 2002),WA Coroner's (2004) and SA Coroner's (2002, 2005) 

reports on petrol sniffing related deaths; 
• The Gordon inquiry into Family Violence and Child Abuse in WA (2002); 
• The HREOC Social Justice Report (2005) into achieving equality of outcomes within a 

generation; 
• The Senate Community Affairs Committee petrol sniffing report (2006); and 
• Report on the Commonwealth Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Heritage Protection 

Act 1984 (1996 ’The Evatt Review’). 

 

Measures 
The Australian Greens will: 

23 increase resources in both community-controlled health services and mainstream services, 
through the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Health Framework Agreements and 
Aboriginal Regional Health Plans. 

24 fund a 10 year Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander housing plan, with a focus on appropriate 
housing and infrastructure, and with a component providing training and resources for ongoing 
maintenance, to address unmet need. 

25 make Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children's health a funding priority, with a focus on 
community-controlled health services and additional community-based Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander child-care services. 

26 support Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community initiatives and networks to address 
family violence and abuse, resource Aboriginal Women's Legal Services, establish safe houses 
in communities, and support initiatives to reduce substance abuse. 

27 ensure that there is effective policing in remote communities negotiated with community 
elders, including infrastructure to ensure a live-in police presence, and ongoing funding for 
successful community night-patrol programs. 

28 conduct a comprehensive study of opportunities for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
employment and enterprise development in remote, rural and urban communities, and 
implement the recommendations. 
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29 Assist Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people to adapt to climate change impacts, 

including increased risk of mosquito borne viruses and heat stress, and degradation of their 
economic base and cultural heritage associated with sea-level rise, altered seasonality, 
biodiversity loss and population displacement. 

30 ensure continuity and security of funding for successful community programs. 
31 resource youth programs as essential services in remote communities. 
32 increase support for the development of language and cultural curricula in schools. 
33 direct and resource the Australian Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission 

(HREOC) Social Justice Commissioner to report annually on progress against the 
recommendations of the reports listed in 4.21 above. 

34 amend the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Heritage Protection Act 1984, and other 
applicable legislation, to: 

• respect customary law restrictions; 
• guarantee access to significant sites by people with cultural connections to the site; 
• establish independent cultural heritage bodies; 
• ensure minimum protection standards under Commonwealth, state and territory laws; 
• protect all aspects of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander heritage including intellectual 

property; and 
• ensure that heritage decisions are made by the  relevant Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

people. 

35 amend the Native Title Act 1993 to ensure consistency with international law and human rights 
undertakings. 

36 pursue the conclusion of a multilateral convention based on the draft United Nations 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and enact its provisions into Australian law. 

37 fairly compensate Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people where property has been taken 
from them or wages have been withheld. 

38 repeal amendments to the Northern Territory Land Rights Act that disadvantage Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander people. 

39 ensure the rights of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people to sustainably hunt, fish and 
gather native flora and fauna in line with traditional cultural practice. 
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Principles 
The Australian Greens believe that: 

1 the presence in Australia of people of many cultural backgrounds greatly enriches our society 
and should be celebrated. 

2 Australian society, culture and the economy has benefited, and will continue to benefit, from 
immigration of people from around the world. 

3 immigration must be non-discriminatory on the grounds of nationality, ethnic origin, religion, 
language, gender, disability, sexuality, age or socioeconomic background. 

4 Australia has humanitarian and legal obligations to accept refugees and reunite families. 
5 asylum seekers and refugees are no more of a threat to our borders or to society than anyone 

else and must be treated with compassion and dignity. 
6 Australia must assess in good faith all asylum seekers who arrive on our mainland or any of 

our islands, without discrimination based on the method of arrival. 

 

Goals 
The Australian Greens want: 

7 an immigration program that is predominantly based on family reunions and other special 
humanitarian criteria as defined by international human rights Conventions. 

8 all migrants to be given access to a full range of culturally sensitive, appropriate health 
services including a comprehensive medical examination on arrival. 

9 services for new migrants to include appropriate English language classes, social security, 
legal and interpreter services, programs to ease transition to Australia's multicultural society, 
and post-trauma counselling where needed. 

10 the elimination of the policies of mandatory detention, the ‘Pacific solution’, temporary 
protection visas and other forms of harsh, punitive or discriminatory treatment of asylum 
seekers and refugees. 

11 asylum seekers who arrive without a valid visa to have their claims for asylum assessed while 
living in the community. 

12 planning for climate change refugees with a particular focus on the Asia-Pacific region. 

 

Measures 
The Australian Greens will: 

13 ensure that potential immigrants are not unfairly discriminated against on any grounds. 
14 increase the share of places for off-shore refugees and humanitarian entrants. 
15 ensure that funding for public and community sector agencies providing migrant-specific 

services is increased to a level sufficient to provide adequate, effective and timely support. 
16 ensure the development of networks, materials and programs that increase community 

understanding of the causes and benefits of migration. 
17 abolish mandatory and indefinite detention of asylum seekers. 
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18 abolish discriminatory separation of refugees into permanent and temporary visa categories 

based on whether or not they arrived with a valid visa. 
19 abolish the 'seven day rule' legislation whereby asylum seekers cannot gain a permanent 

protection visa if they have spent seven days in a third country. 
20 restore the Australian migration zone to match Australia's territory and accept responsibility 

for processing all asylum seekers who seek Australia's protection within the migration zone. 
21 ensure asylum seekers are fully informed of their rights on arrival and given immediate access 

to legal assistance. 
22 restore asylum seekers' legal right to challenge decisions that affect them in the courts. 
23 replace the current system of humanitarian visas (granted only by the Immigration Minister 

after rejection as a refugee) with an open, accountable humanitarian visa process incorporating 
a humanitarian review tribunal. 

24 house asylum seekers who arrive without a valid visa in publicly owned and managed open 
reception centres, where entry and exit to these centres are unrestricted except where 
prohibited for medical or security reasons specified in clause 28. 

25 ensure that initial assessment of refugee status is completed within 90 days. 
26 grant asylum seekers an asylum application visa (AAV) and assist without delay their move 

into the community provided medical and security checks are satisfied or after 14 days has 
passed, whichever occurs first. 

27 ensure asylum seekers living in the community while their claim is assessed will be granted an 
AAV which will entitle them to travel, work, income support and access to ongoing 
educational and medical services anywhere within Australia while their claims for asylum are 
assessed. 

28 deny an AAV if security checks demonstrate the person poses a serious criminal threat to the 
Australian community or if the person has not remained housed in the reception centre while 
the medical and security checks were completed. 

29 ensure that refusal to grant an AAV is reviewable at the Administrative Appeals Tribunal. 
30 house those people refused an AAV in separate, appropriate, publicly owned and managed 

facilities close to urban areas. 
31 ensure that, if refugee status is refused and the person cannot be repatriated, the AAV will 

remain in force until he or she can be repatriated. 
32 ensure that the number of AAVs given to asylum seekers who arrive without a valid visa has 

no impact on the prescribed number of off-shore refugee and humanitarian entrants that 
Australia accepts. 

33 support skilled migration programs that do not drain critical skills from other countries and do 
not substitute for training or undermine wages and conditions in Australia. 

34 ensure that Australia adequately contributes to the funding of the United Nations High 
Commission for Refugees (UNHCR). 

35 ensure that Australia adopts a definition of environmental refugee in its assessment criteria and 
works in the UN system for inclusion of a definition in the United Nations Refugee 
Convention. 

36 ensure that no family unit is forcibly separated by the Australian assessment processes. 
37 grant the families of approved asylum seekers permission to migrate to Australia for family 

reunions within a reasonable time, in accordance with the UNHCR humanitarian program. 
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Principles 
The Australian Greens believe that: 

1 freedom of sexuality and gender identity are fundamental human rights. 
2 acceptance and celebration of diversity are essential for genuine social justice and equality. 
3 people have the right to assume their self-identified sex. 
4 discrimination on the basis of sexuality and gender identity is a significant cause of 

psychological distress, mental illness and suicide. 
5 the health needs of all Australians should be provided for without discrimination and with 

respect and equity. 

 

Goals 
The Australian Greens want: 

6 legal and social environments free from harassment, abuse, vilification, stigmatisation, 
discrimination, disadvantage or exploitation on the basis of sexuality or gender identity. 

7 the legalisation of marriage between two consenting adults regardless of sexuality or gender 
identity. 

8 de facto relationships to have equal status in law and government policy regardless of sexuality 
and gender identity. 

9 access, regardless of sexuality and gender identity, to adoption, fostering, artificial 
insemination and in vitro fertilisation procedures. 

10 the education system to provide age-appropriate information about the diversity of sexuality. 
11 access to the full range of medical and health services required by people with needs related to 

their sexuality and gender identity. 

 

Measures 
The Australian Greens will: 

12 legislate to remove discrimination against Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender or Intersex 
(LGBTI) people in federal legislation  

13 require governments and their agencies to consult with LGBTI communities and representative 
groups on the development of policies and programs that affect LGBTI people. 

14 initiate national anti-discrimination public education campaigns. 
15 legislate to allow marriage regardless of sexuality or gender identity. 
16 introduce legislation to ensure fair and equal treatment under Commonwealth law of all 

relationships regardless of sexuality and gender identity. 
17 support nationally consistent age of consent laws. 
18 remove convictions for consensual homosexual acts from legal records. 
19 end the inappropriate application of offensive behaviour, indecent behaviour, 'promotion' and 

incitement laws to non-heterosexual acts. 
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20 fund services to support and protect LGBTI youth, in particular suicide prevention, peer 

support, coming out, counselling, and housing services and programs. 
21 establish intersex as a gender recognised by the legal system. 
22 support the provision of accurate information, counselling and referral for individuals with, 

and parents and carers of, infants with intersex conditions. 
23 support gender assignment for people born with an intersex condition being made only when 

they are able to express personal sexual identity. 
24 support the granting of political asylum on humanitarian grounds to people persecuted in their 

own countries on the basis of their sexuality or gender identity. 
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Principles 
The Australian Greens believe that: 

1 all people have a right to independence, self-determination and choice in their lives. 
2 there are a variety of medical, societal and environmental reasons why peoples' individual 

abilities differ; disability arises when society fails to accommodate these differences and 
creates, or fails to remove, barriers to equitable access for all. 

3 people who experience disability, and their families and carers, should have the opportunity to 
actively participate in policy and service planning and delivery. 

4 it is a primary responsibility of governments to ensure equality of opportunity, to promote 
attitudinal change, and to provide funding to ensure this in areas of education, health, housing, 
mobility, employment and sporting, cultural and social engagement. 

 

Goals 
The Australian Greens want: 

5 people who experience disability to be integrally involved in all levels of decision and policy 
making, including in their own service development and delivery. 

6 people to participate fully in all aspects of life, including education, training and employment, 
regardless of disability. 

7 people to have access, where necessary, to appropriate facilities and support personnel in order 
for them to be able to undertake their chosen activities. 

8 the Commonwealth, State and Territories Disability Agreement to deliver clear and timely 
policy, funding and service delivery responsibilities and outcomes. 

9 guaranteed decent incomes, support and services for people with disability and their carers. 

 

Measures 
The Australian Greens will: 

10 strengthen and provide funding for disability advocacy services, community education 
programs, and the removal of structural barriers to equality of access to education, training and 
employment. 

11 ensure a guaranteed decent income by increasing Disability Support Pension payments to 
adequately cover medical, transport, equipment and accommodation costs. 

12 restore the Disability Support Pension eligibility to the pre-July 2006 criteria as a minimum.. 
13 remove the punitive assessment and work requirement levels and job capacity assessments 

introduced in the Welfare to Work Act 2005 whilst ensuring sufficient places for all people 
seeking training. 

14 provide meaningful employment and training opportunities which take into account the 
specific needs of people with disability. 

15 allow full tax deductibility for any aids, devices, special equipment or services which directly 
assist people with disability in finding and maintaining employment. 
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16 remove GST and import duty from specialist aids, devices, appliances and services for people 

with disability. 
17 provide parents, partners, relatives and friends who act as carers with eligibility for registration 

as professional carers and adequate support, including income and respite. 
18 enact national standards to protect people with disability, where required, via monitoring, 

investigative powers and enforcement. 
19 increase funding for appropriate, including age-appropriate, accommodation and support 

services for people with disability, including flexible accommodation models. 
20 increase funding for high quality, age-appropriate institutional care for people with very high 

and complex care needs. 
21 provide increased respite care services and facilities, in-home and emergency support, crisis 

accommodation and a range of supported accommodation options. 
22 adequately resource pathways that support school leavers with disability to make the transition 

from school into meaningful employment, educational and vocational programs or other 
community-based activities. 

23 support access to specialised employment support services for people with disability who 
choose to enter the workforce. 

24 improve access to training, development and personal support to staff working in disability 
services, and adopt workforce measures to increase the professional mix of staff. 

25 improve pay and conditions and career structures for providers of services for people with 
disabilities. 

26 strengthen national disability access standards. 
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Principles 
The Australian Greens believe that: 

1 a socially just, democratic and sustainable society rests on the provision of a guaranteed 
adequate income for all its citizens. 

2 everyone has the right to access adequate resources to allow them to fully participate in 
society. 

3 everyone should have access to social services when they need them. 
4 every Australian has the right to access good quality health care, housing and income support. 
5 community not-for-profit organisations fulfil an important role in the provision of social 

services and must be supported and funded accordingly. 

 

Goals 
The Australian Greens want: 

6 the eradication of poverty in Australia. 
7 income equity and social justice. 
8 equitable provision of basic services, at local government, state and federal levels, with 

particular attention to housing, health and education. 
9 adequate and secure funding for not-for-profit welfare and advocacy organisations that work to 

alleviate poverty and improve social conditions in disadvantaged communities. 
10 adequate funding for training and education programs to allow all Australians to access 

meaningful work. 
11 high quality impartial agencies providing social services. 
12 the establishment of a government agency with specific responsibility for the not-for-profit 

sector with oversight for resource and service delivery. 

 

Measures 
The Australian Greens will: 

13 adopt a commonly agreed, national benchmark to measure poverty in Australia. 
14 reform the social security system to ensure an adequate income for all. 
15 simplify the system of targeted pensions and allowances into a universal guaranteed adequate 

income (GAI) scheme. 
16 support disadvantaged individuals and communities through specific public and community 

development housing, health, education and public transport programs. 
17 conduct an ongoing evaluation program which measures the effectiveness of social welfare 

outcomes throughout Australia against public policy initiatives. 
18 support an active not-for-profit sector that is able to provide direct advice to government on 

social services. 
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Principles 
The Australian Greens believe that: 

1 older people have the right to live with dignity. 
2 the skills and life experience of older people benefit the whole community. 
3 older people have an equal right to participate in the social, economic and political aspects of 

life and to maintain their independence to what ever degree they feel able. 
4 all older Australians are entitled to a decent income. 
5 the federal government must play a central role in the provision, regulation and support of aged 

care services. 
6 access to high quality, appropriate health and aged care services should be on the basis of need 

and not the ability to pay or the place of residence. 

 

Goals 
The Australian Greens want: 

7 a decent income for all older people. 
8 a range of affordable and secure accommodation options, including public sector housing, to 

be available for all older people, including those in regional and rural Australia. 
9 a high quality aged care system characterised by high quality support, nursing and personal 

care, with safe and comfortable surroundings for older people whether in residential, home or 
hospital care. 

10 appropriate support services, including home modification, for older people who choose to remain 
in their own homes, the home of family or friends, and within their own neighbourhood. 

 

Measures 
The Australian Greens will: 

11 increase the age pension. 
12 improve income support, tax options, and information and respite services to carers of older 

people. 
13 imrprove existing community care programs aimed at supporting older people in their own 

homes. 
14 increase the number of places for aged care and retirement living 
15 reinstate the Commonwealth Dental Scheme to provide free public dental care for older people 

on low incomes. 
16 increase funding to enhance the numbers, skills and salaries of community health nurses and 

workers in the aged care sector. 
17 establish a funded scheme to undertake minor home renovations and installation of 

communication technologies to enable older people to remain in their own homes. 
18 ensure that appropriate aged care services are provided for people from culturally and 

linguistically diverse backgrounds. 

Click here to jump to Index  <> Page 53 of 94 



 

AUSTRALIAN GREENS POLICY              www.greens.org.au/about/policy 
 

Children and Young People 
 

Policy Category: D. Care for People                                                                                                              Issued: March 2007 

 
 

Ecological Sustainability     Social Justice     Peace and Non Violence     Grassroots Democracy 

Principles 
The Australian Greens believe that: 

1 children and young people should have access to resources and opportunities necessary for a 
full and healthy life. 

2 children and young people must have greater opportunities to participate in decision making 
affecting their lives. 

3 children and young people have a right to access appropriate services, regardless of their 
location. 

4 children and young people have a right to a loving and nurturing environment which is free of 
physical, emotional and sexual abuse, neglect, exploitation and discrimination. 

 

Goals 
The Australian Greens want: 

5 funding programs, service delivery and decisions regarding child protection to be consistent 
with the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. 

6 children and young people to be able to express their needs and aspirations at all levels of 
government, as well as in their own communities. 

7 a system of regionally based, appropriately resourced and independent youth advisory 
committees. 

8 greater coordination in youth policy formulation. 
9 a decent and secure income for young people to enable full participation in education and 

employment opportunities. 
10 improved education and secure, satisfying, employment opportunities for young people, 

including in remote, rural and regional areas. 
11 affordable, accessible and secure housing options for young people. 
12 a reduction in the high rates of suicide, mental illness and obesity in children and young 

people. 
13 properly funded services that meet the needs of children in need of care and protection. 

 

Measures 
The Australian Greens will: 

14 support the right of people from the age of 16 years to vote. 
15 re-establish a dedicated ministry for children and youth affairs. 
16 re-establish a national youth affairs peak body with elected and representative members. 
17 increase Youth Allowance to the level of a living wage to enable young people to study full 

time without recourse to casual work. 
18 implement a national employment strategy for young people, with excellent labour market and 

training programs. 
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19 develop new, and improve existing, education and preventive health programs for children and 

young people. 
20 adequately fund strategies to deal with youth suicide and mental health issues affecting young 

people. 
21 ban the advertising of junk food during children's viewing hours. 
22 conduct community awareness campaigns about the prevalence, prevention and reporting of 

abuse against children and young people. 
23 support and fund high quality services for child survivors of abuse and neglect 
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Principles 
The Australian Greens believe that: 

1 all Australian families are entitled to access high quality, affordable childcare when they need 
it. 

2 positive, interactive learning and socialisation opportunities offered by childcare can benefit 
children and the community by assisting a smooth transition to formal education. 

3 all carers of children should have the opportunity to re-enter or maintain their engagement in 
the workforce. 

4 childcare should be a not-for-profit service. 
5 people working in the childcare sector should be fairly remunerated for the work they do. 
6 families should have diversity in their choice of childcare alternatives within easy access, 

including via public transport, to the home and workplace. 

 

Goals 
The Australian Greens want: 

7 an end to escalating childcare costs exacerbated by increasing profits derived from government 
subsidies paid to private sector providers. 

8 more publicly funded community-based and not-for-profit child care facilities, especially in 
areas of high unmet demand or growth and areas of high socio-economic need such as outer 
suburban and rural areas. 

9 better directed funding to community-based and not-for-profit childcare centres. 
10 an immediate increase in the pay rate for childcare workers, and the phasing in of much larger 

increases to reflect the skill level required in, and importance of, childcare work. 
11 improved national standards of childcare based on the best available evidence from early 

childhood research. 
12 increased access to publicly funded childcare for parents on low to middle incomes who are 

working or undertaking training or education. 

 

Measures 
The Australian Greens will: 

13 Improve the affordability of childcare for low and middle income families by: 

• reforming the Child Care Benefit (CCB) and the Family Tax Benefit (FTB) to more 
accurately address the ability to pay, including substantially increasing the amount paid to 
low and middle income families; 

• replacing the Child Care Tax rebate with a Child Care Benefit Guarantee 
• increasing the CCB benefit to more accurately reflect costs; 
• increasing benefits in relation to under-2-year-olds to reflect the real cost of caring for them; 
• increasing funding for children with special needs; 
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• increasing the funding available for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children and 
children from other culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds; and 

• moving towards long term reform, including direct funding of child care facilities to replace 
the CCB. 

14 expand the Job Education and Training childcare scheme to assist parents who are studying. 
15 provide incentives to workplaces which offer not-for-profit childcare in house and flexible 

childcare, including ‘childcare credits’, where workplaces assist parents to place children in 
childcare close to home. 

16 provide incentives for childcare centres to offer extended care to more reasonably reflect the 
flexible working hours of modern parents. 

17 develop with industry an hourly unit-cost of providing good quality child care services, 
reflecting appropriate staff ratios, decent pay for accredited staff, and the cost of providing 
infrastructure.  

18 establish a schedule of government-recommended fees for services. 
19 explore funding and regulatory mechanisms to increase the proportion of community based 

and not-for-profit child care centres. 
20 increase direct funding to not-for-profit and community-based childcare services particularly in 

areas of unmet demand. 
21 pursue additional funding to community-based and not-for-profit childcare centres to pay for 

increases in childcare worker pay. 
22 restore operational subsidies and capital funding to community-based and not-for-profit 

services. 
23 establish a national planning system for childcare services, including a national demand model 

for childcare service planning. 
24 establish nationally consistent childcare standards including carer-to-child ratios of at least 1:3 

for children up to 2 years old and 1:4 for children older than 2 years old. 
25 establish nationally consistent accreditation standards articulating the quality of the programs 

and activities needed to promote appropriate levels of child care and child development. 
26 improve professional development opportunities and professional standards for childcare 

workers. 
27 increase unannounced spot checks by the appropriate Australian Government agency as part of 

the national accreditation system to strengthen the current validation and accreditation 
process.  

28 ensure penalties for non-compliance are predictable and consistent. 
29 establish comprehensive and transparent reporting requirements. 
30 legislate for Parliament and major government agencies to provide access to on-site childcare, 

or arrange for suitable, alternative placements. 
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Principles 
The Australian Greens believe that: 

1 sport and physical recreation are essential elements of the culture of many Australians. 
2 sport and/or physical recreation are necessary for the maintenance of good mental and physical 

health. 
3 participation in sport plays an important role in the development of social, organisational and 

communication skills. 
4 community-based sporting clubs and associations are an integral part of our society. 
5 government has a responsibility to ensure equitable access to affordable sport and physical 

recreation facilities and services. 
6 government must ensure public access via television and other media to sporting events of 

national significance. 
7 the staging of sporting events and the building of sporting facilities must minimise ecological 

impacts. 
8 non-competitive sports and physical exercise are important for the wellbeing of all Australians. 

 

Goals 
The Australian Greens want: 

9 all schools to be funded and required to provide opportunities for appropriate sport and 
physical recreation for all school children up to and including year 12. 

10 sporting events of national significance to be available on free to air television or other free 
media. 

11 promotion of women’s sport, including where appropriate support for the professionalisation 
of women’scompetitions. 

12 a drug free sporting environment. 
13 improved access to sport and physical recreation facilities for people with disabilities, and 

older Australians. 
14 the promotion of sport and physical recreation as a key element of health policies. 

 

Measures 
The Australian Greens will: 

15 allocate funding in the health, welfare and social services areas to promote participation in 
sport or other physical recreation. 

16 work with the Australian Sports Drug Agency to promote a drug free sporting environment. 
17 support local government to continue to provide accessible well resourced and safe sporting 

and physical recreation facilities to the community. 
18 use anti-siphoning legislation to ensure that all sporting events of national significance are 

available on free to air television or other free media. 
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19 ensure that anti-discrimination legislation and federal government funding deliver real 

accessibility to sport and physical recreation facilities and services for people with disabilities. 
20 establish an office for women’s sport within the Department of Communication, Information 

Technology and the Arts, to promote and support the development of women’s sport. 
21 facilitate the televising of top level women’s sport. 
22 work with stakeholders to ensure ticket prices at sporting events do not unfairly discriminate 

against people from low socio economic backgrounds. 
23 reduce deaths by drowning of Australian children by guaranteeing access to swimming lessons 

for all children under 3 years of age. 
24 promote and resource sport and physical recreation activities within Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander communities. 
25 support the adoption of codes of practice in sport which discourage acts of violent or antisocial 

behaviour, particularly directed against women. 
26 prioritise funding for community facilities that encourage active participation in physical 

activities. 
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Principles 
The Australian Greens believe that: 

1 the diversity of Australians’ cultural backgrounds greatly enriches our society and is to be 
celebrated. 

2 people have the right to celebrate and express their cultural heritage within universally 
accepted human rights. 

3 all people, regardless of ethnicity, culture, religion, language or place of birth, have equal 
rights economically, socially and culturally. 

 

Goals 
The Australian Greens want: 

4 Australia to be a cohesive community that respects and is accepting of diverse cultures and 
backgrounds. 

5 all people to have equal opportunity of access to education, work, and services provided by all 
levels of government regardless of culture or ethnicity 

6 all Australians to have equal opportunity of representation and inclusion in local, state and 
federal government regardless of culture, ethnicity or dual citizenship. 

7 barriers to social justice for every member of Australia’s culturally and linguistically diverse 
community to be removed. 

 

Measures 
The Australian Greens will: 

8 support education and other programs that seek to eliminate racism, promote belonging and 
encourage connection between people. 

9 ensure wide and inclusive consultation that respects cultural and linguistic diversity in devising 
policy and implementing programs. 

10 when consulting communities take into account diverse views held by groups and individuals 
within these communities. 

11 ensure services are delivered and programs implemented in languages other than English, 
when appropriate, to 

12 ensure fair and effective services, including providing interpreting and translating services and 
using bilingual and bicultural staff. 

13 ensure cross-cultural training is made available for government staff and encourage cross-
cultural training for other organisations. 

14 ensure data on cultural and linguistic diversity is collected and used to improve services and 
programs.  
monitor access and equity outcomes for Australia's culturally and linguistically diverse 
community and include this data in annual reports and reports to Parliament. 
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15 ensure government information campaigns include appropriate communication to all people in 

Australia. 
16 oppose any “Australian values” tests as a prerequisite for citizenship or entry to the country. 
17 increase resources allocated to the teaching of English and community languages. 
18 restore an independent office of multicultural affairs within the Department of the Prime 

Minister and Cabinet. 
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Principles 
The Australian Greens believe that: 

1 citizens have the right and the responsibility to participate in the processes of government. 
2 Australia's Constitution and democratic structures should help to build an ecologically 

sustainable and equitable society, with a global consciousness and an intergenerational 
perspective. 

3 Australia's Constitution should express our aspirations as a community and define our rights 
and responsibilities as individuals and as members of the community. 

4 Parliament is the central authority of representative and responsible government. 
5 the composition of Parliament should reflect the diversity of opinion within society. 
6 government decisions should, where possible and appropriate, be made by the level of 

government that is closest to the people affected. 
7 Australia should become a republic with an Australian head of state. 

 

Goals 
The Australian Greens want: 

8 our rights and responsibilities to be set out in, and protected by, law. 
9 constitutional recognition of Australia's cultural diversity, and the recognition of Aboriginal 

and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the original and ongoing residents of Australia. 
10 Parliament to be more democratic and representative of the Australian population. 
11 a strong Senate that can always act as a house of review. 
12 increased independence of the Speaker of the House of Representatives and the President of 

the Senate. 
13 a stronger role for local government. 
14 Australia to become a republic with an Australian head of state, who shall not have the power 

to dismiss the Prime Minister . 

 

Measures 
The Australian Greens will: 

15 enact a Bill of Rights. 
16 initiate a three-stage process to establish a republic with an Australian head of state, consisting 

of: 

• a non-binding plebiscite to determine whether Australians support a republic; 
• a consultative process to determine a model for the selection of a head of state; and 
• a referendum to endorse such a model. 

17 support the following electoral reforms: 
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• all Australian citizens over the age of 16 to be eligible to vote; 
• proportional representation in the House of Representatives and local government; 
• fixed terms of Parliament; 
• constitutional recognition of the powers and responsibilities of local government; 
• reduced numbers of by-elections by allowing casual vacancies to be filled by a member of 

the retiring representative’s party; 
• amendment of section 44 of the Constitution to allow any public servant who has no conflict 

of interest to stand for election to Federal Parliament; 
• amendment of section 44 of the Constitution to allow Australian citizens with dual 

nationality to stand for election to Federal Parliament; and 
• public funding of elections to eliminate private funding 

18 support an amendment to the preamble of the Constitution to recognise the Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander peoples as the original and ongoing residents of Australia and their rights 
as such. 

19 amend the preamble to the Australian constitution to recognise the prior occupation and 
sovereignty of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders as the traditional owners of the land. 
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Principles 
The Australian Greens believe that: 

1 the contribution of diverse groups to the political process is inherently valuable. 
2 ongoing community participation in the making of laws and policy should underpin all 

government actions. 
3 marginalised groups must be enabled to participate in policy debates. 
4 community participation in decision making should be an ongoing process. 
5 community groups and individuals must be provided with sufficient information to enable 

meaningful participation. 
6 non-government organisations provide a vital democratic role as advocates and as providers of 

services. 

 

Goals 
The Australian Greens want: 

7 community organisations to be able to participate in public debate without fear of retribution. 
8 support and resources for representatives of marginalised groups to participate in consultation 

processes. 
9 government agencies to take account of the time and money spent by community groups' 

participation in consultation processes. 
10 governments to provide free and timely information to citizens. 

 

Measures 
The Australian Greens will: 

11 strengthen FOI laws and exempt community groups and individuals from fees for material 
gained under FOI. 

12 strengthen whistleblower protection legislation. 
13 increase parliamentary and public scrutiny of government funding programs to enhance 

transparency and accountability. 
14 support innovative community consultation processes such as citizens’ juries and citizens’ 

assemblies. 
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Principles 
The Australian Greens believe that: 

1 all Australians have a right to a safe, peaceful and ecologically sustainable existence, free from 
crime and fear of violence. 

2 the rule of law and access to justice are fundamental to a democratic society. 
3 the separation of powers between the executive, the parliament and the judiciary is crucial to 

the maintenance of freedom and justice. 
4 judicial independence is necessary to ensure the separation of powers. 
5 equality before the law can only be achieved when there is recognition of the way in which 

cultural, social and economic issues structure choices and influence decisions. 
6 the fundamental principles of criminal law, such as the right to silence, innocent until proven 

guilty, and open courts, should be preserved and upheld. 
7 access to justice requires policies and resources that seek to overcome social, economic and 

cultural inequalities to ensure equality before the law. 
8 Australian law must acknowledge the particular cultural and social needs of Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander people. 

 

Goals 
The Australian Greens want: 

9 courts and tribunals that are independent of the government of the day. 
10 an end to inappropriate, politically motivated, law and order campaigns and the threat of 

terrorism being used to undermine or discard basic principles of law. 
11 adequate funding of legal aid in both criminal and civil jurisdictions to ensure access to justice 

for all Australians. 
12 a criminal justice system based on principles of restorative justice and the rights of offenders 

and victims. 
13 a family law system that is fair and is based on the best interests of the child. 

 

Measures 
The Australian Greens will: 

14 ensure that judges, magistrates and tribunal members have tenure. 
15 restore adequate funding to federal courts and tribunals to enable them to provide equitable 

access to the law. 
16 implement the outstanding recommendations of the Royal Commission into Aboriginal Deaths 

in Custody. 
17 uphold judicial discretion in sentencing, and repeal mandatory sentencing legislation. 
18 allow customary law and other cultural or personal factors to be taken into account by judges 

in determining sentences. 
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19 implement alternatives to imprisonment, where appropriate, including restorative justice and 

diversionary programs. 
20 work with the legal community to identify the level of funding needed to ensure adequate 

levels of legal aid. 
21 increase funding to community legal centres as an adjunct to legal aid and private legal 

practitioners. 
22 end the criminalisation of consensual adult sex work. 
23 oppose attempts to restrict litigants' capacity to seek compensation under the civil law. 
24 strengthen citizens’ privacy protection, including opposing a national identification card.. 
25 prohibit the use of racial profiling, and the arbitrary use of racial descriptors by police or other 

government agencies. 
26 prohibit the use of electroshock weapons and TASERS. 
27 progress gun law reform, including prohibition of the possession and use of automatic hand 

guns in the community. 
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Principles 
The Australian Greens believe that: 

1 universal human rights must be respected and protected in all countries. 
2 economic, social, cultural, environmental, civil and political rights are universal, 

interdependent, and indivisible. 
3 cultural, religious, gender and other differences often give rise to specific needs and 

circumstances that must be taken into account in order to ensure equal rights for all. 

 

Goals 
The Australian Greens want: 

4 Australia to fully discharge its international human rights obligations, at home and abroad. 
5 greater international respect for and protection of human rights. 
6 stronger international machinery for the protection of human rights, such as the United Nations 

Human Rights Council and the United Nations treaty bodies. 

 

Measures 
The Australian Greens will: 

7 adopt Australia's international human rights obligations into domestic law and enact an 
Australian Bill of Rights. 

8 fully resource the Australian Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission, expand its 
mandate to reflect the full range of Australia's international human rights undertakings and 
reinstate its capacity to determine Australian human rights complaints. 

9 reform Australia's 'counter-terrorism' legislation, especially with regard to freedom of 
expression and association, freedom from arbitrary detention, legal due process, and privacy. 

10 repeal sedition laws. 
11 reform Australia's Migration Regulations, especially with regard to freedom from arbitrary 

detention, protection of the family unit, and other United Nations guidelines. 
12 ensure that any decisions affecting human rights within Australia are necessary, proportionate, 

consistent with international human rights law, and imposed in a transparent and accountable 
manner. 

13 progress legal and diplomatic efforts to protect Australian citizens subjected to mistreatment 
by foreign powers. 

14 allow and encourage the United Nations Human Rights Council to investigate alleged and 
potential human rights abuses in Australia, and comply with any recommendations. 

15 engage with other countries to promote human rights, including the application of diplomatic 
and commercial pressures on regimes that violate human rights. 

16 promote as a priority an end to secret detention, rendition, torture and other illegal and 
unconscionable acts.. 
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17 support, through the United Nations framework, socially just reform, including democratic and 

economic reforms, in countries where governments are engaged in human rights abuses. 
18 promote and protect the role of the International Criminal Court and encourage all nations, 

particularly the US, to ratify its statute. 
19 ratify all UN Human Rights Conventions, including their optional protocols. 
20 progress the conclusion of an optional protocol to facilitate the examination of individual 

complaints of violations of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural 
Rights. 

21 oppose the death penalty in all cases and support campaigns for its abolition. 
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Principles 
The Australian Greens believe that: 

1 global governance is essential to meet the needs of global peace and security, justice, human 
rights, poverty alleviation and environmental sustainability. 

2 effective means of global environmental governance are needed to halt and reverse the current 
trends towards environmental decline across the globe, especially with regard to reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions to mitigate climate change. 

3 the system of global governance must be reinvigorated. 
4 major structural reform is needed to provide stronger, more effective and more representative 

multilateral institutions. 
5 the leading role of the United Nations in the maintenance of international peace and security 

must be recognised and respected by all countries. 
6 the international financial institutions that govern aid, development, trade, and transnational 

financial movements require extensive reform to enable them to provide global economic 
justice. 

 

Goals 
The Australian Greens want: 

7 a renewed commitment by Australia to multilateralism as the means of addressing world 
problems. 

8 extensive structural reform to democratise the United Nations (UN). 
9 a stronger UN capable of dealing with threats to international peace and security. 
10 a commitment to the implementation of UN Security Council Resolution 1325 which calls for 

more women at every level of governance, and for women and gender issues to be included in 
all aspects of peacemaking and peace-keeping. 

11 full support for, and adequate resourcing of, the International Criminal Court. 
12 the development and upholding of international legal codes on the accountability of political 

and military leaders for human rights abuses and crimes against humanity. 

 

Measures 
The Australian Greens will: 

13 provide a commitment by Australia to support the work of the UN, to abide by its charter and 
resolutions, and to meet financial obligations to the institution. 

14 support consideration, by a UN reform commission, of structural reforms such as: 

• phasing out the veto powers of permanent members of the Security Council; 
• regularly reviewing the permanent membership of the Security Council and expanding the 

permanent and non-permanent member representation; 
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• restructuring the relationship between the Security Council and the General Assembly, 
including requiring General Assembly approval for the enactment of certain Security 
Council measures such as the enforcement of economic sanctions; 

• establishing structures that provide a greater accountability to the peoples the UN represents; 
• creating a consultative mechanism composed of representatives of civil society, including 

trade unions, environmental organisations, professional associations and other non-
government organisations; 

• creating an international council for conflict resolution; and 
• making changes to UN decision making bodies to ensure that they more democratically 

represent the peoples of the world 

15 support the establishment, by the UN, of an international crisis prevention and response centre 
to address threats from terrorism and other conflicts, to provide rapid response peacekeeping 
forces, and to rapidly respond to humanitarian crises. 

16 support the establishment of an international environmental court and an environmental 
council at the UN, with similar decision-making powers to the Security Council to deal with 
environmental issues of global significance. 

17 support the jurisdiction of the International Criminal Court, and ensure that all nations are 
subject to its decisions. 

18 work towards the creation of a clear code of international law for breaches of universal human 
rights within individual States. 

19 support the abolition of the IMF, World Bank and WTO unless radical reform can: 

• make their processes transparent;  
• ensure voting and other decision making processes are more democratic 
• allow full democratic participation of representatives from affected communities, including 

non-government organisations (NGOs) representing disadvantaged groups such as 
indigenous people and women; 

• democratise and improve their dispute settlement processes; 
• abolish IMF and World Bank structural adjustment loans; 
• reorient World Bank loans away from large, capital-intensive projects; and 
• bring them into the broader 'family' of UN institutions and provide checks and balances over 

their power. 

 

Page 2 of 2 

Click here to jump to Index  <> Page 70 of 94 



 

AUSTRALIAN GREENS POLICY              www.greens.org.au/about/policy 
 

International Relations 
 

Policy Category: E. Human Rights and Democracy                                                                                 Issued: March 2007 

 
 

Ecological Sustainability     Social Justice     Peace and Non Violence     Grassroots Democracy 

Principles 
The Australian Greens believe that: 

1 Australia must act diplomatically to promote democracy, peace and security, ecological 
sustainability and human rights. 

2 Australian foreign policy should benefit both the Australian people and the people of the 
countries with which we engage. 

3 the principles of the United Nations Charter and Declaration of Human Rights, and adherence 
to effective global environmental governance, must underpin  foreign policy. 

4 all peoples have the right to self-determination.  
5 developing nations have the right to economic independence and to sovereignty. 
6 lasting solutions to conflicts both between and within nations depend on delivering social, 

environmental and economic justice to the peoples involved, and on ensuring they can exercise 
their civil and political rights. 

7 lasting resolution of conflicts requires a commitment to non-violent means of political 
engagement. 

8 use and promotion of violence against civilians, whether perpetrated by a state, an organisation 
or individuals, should be rejected as a means to achieve political ends. 

9 women should be fully included in all aspects of international relations and peacemaking 
initiatives. 

 

Goals 
The Australian Greens want: 

10 peaceful, cooperative and long lasting relationships between Australia and the governments of 
other countries, based on mutual respect. 

11 an independent foreign and defence policy for Australia. 
12 increased accountability and transparency in foreign policy. 
13 fair international relations with other peoples and governments in accordance with the UN 

Charter and international law. 
14 all countries to act through the United Nations to prevent acts of genocide, and to ensure that 

people’s human rights are not violated by governments. 
15 trading relationships with other nations which benefit both countries, ensure just rewards for 

local producers, and help to alleviate poverty. 
16 development models in Pacific countries based on sustainable, environmentally sound local 

development, with the participants determining the pace of change. 
17 closer involvement and cooperation with the countries of South East Asia.  
18 the continued strengthening of the process of democratisation of Asia and societies throughout 

the world . 
19 self determination for the people of West Papua. 
20 Australia, the international community, and the UN to work cooperatively with East Timor to 

complete the development and nation-building tasks. 
21 a peaceful solution to the long running conflict between the Israeli and Palestinian peoples, and 

lasting peace and stability to the Middle East as a region. 
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22 an immediate end to the occupation of Iraq and the expropriation of its resources. 
23 the promotion amongst Australians of a broad understanding of the multicultural nature of 

countries in our region, and of  their history, and the rights, needs and aspirations of their 
people. 

 

Measures 
The Australian Greens will: 

24 support the growth within our region of localised participatory democracy that can strengthen 
social cohesion and foster the active participation of disenfranchised communities, particularly 
women and young people, in decision making.  

25 require trade agreements to be multilateral and reviewable by Parliament, and include clauses 
on the observance of human rights and labour laws, health and safety standards and 
environmental standards, to ensure that trade is not conducted at the expense of manufacturing 
and rural workers’ or consumers’ rights or of environmental sustainability 

26 ensure Australia acts decisively within UN supported operations to prevent acts of genocide 
and crimes against humanity and to bring perpetrators to trial in the ICC. 

27 provide ongoing commitment to the Regional Non-Aggression Pact. 
28 in conjunction with regional partners, develop a regional environmental protocol to protect the 

environment. 
29 ensure that Australia applies the principle of equal but differentiated responsibility as 

enshrined in the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change negotiating post-Kyoto 
Protocol commitments. 

30 support the inclusion of a category for environmental refugees in the UNHCR Refugee 
Convention 

31 increase the number of places within the Humanitarian Migration Program to include 
environmental refugees 

32 provide access to Australia’s labour market for Pacific island workers. 
33 engage with the ASEAN group and Pacific Forum to work towards economic and health 

solutions for the region to assist those living in poverty and to improve their health care. 
34 provide support for the Asia Pacific Forum of National Human Rights Institutions and the 

work of regional and national human rights organisations, including Indonesia's National 
Commission on Human Rights (Komnas HAM). 

35 seek support within the United Nations for a democratic process of self determination under 
autonomous governance in the West Papua Region. 

36 support the rights of the Palestinian peoples to statehood through the creation of a viable state 
of Palestine alongside the state of Israel, based on the pre 1967 borders and the right of all 
peoples in the region to peace. 

37 immediately withdraw Australian forces from Iraq and Afghanistan. 
38 continue to provide aid for the task of reconstructing East Timor. 
39 support the right of developing nations to economic independence and their sovereignty over 

natural resources such as oil, including East Timor’s sovereignty over oil and gas in the Timor 
Gap. 
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Principles 
The Australian Greens believe that: 

1 genuine security rests on cooperation, fair economic and social development, environmental 
sustainability, and respect for human rights, rather than on military capabilities. 

2 non-violent conflict management is the most effective means of promoting peace and security 
in the international arena. 

3 UN mandated military action should be a last resort and can only be justified if it is necessary 
either to avert a major violation of human rights or attempted genocide, or to counter the 
military invasion of a country. 

4 civil society organisations, including ethnic and women's groups, should be fully involved in 
conflict prevention, peacemaking and post-conflict reconstruction. 

5 the deployment of Australian Defence Forces (ADF) must be for defence and peace-keeping, 
and not for offensive action. 

6 the deployment of Australian military forces must require the endorsement of federal 
parliament. 

7 no nuclear armed or powered forces should be deployed within Australia's maritime 
boundaries. 

8 premeditated acts of violence, directed at civilians, with the aim of intimidating others to agree 
to political, social, cultural or religious demands, are terrorism, and are to be condemned, 
whether they are carried out by individuals, organisations or governments. 

9 to reduce the threat of terrorism, the social and economic injustices which contribute to 
terrorist actions should be addressed. 

10 climate change represents the greatest threat to world peace and security. 
11 environmental degradation caused by sea-level rise and other climate change impacts will 

increasingly result in the displacement of people, undermining global peace and security. 

 

Goals 
The Australian Greens want: 

12 the elimination of weapons of mass destruction. 
13 all countries to sign, ratify and implement outstanding international human rights and 

disarmament agreements and strengthened nuclear non-proliferation treaties. 
14 the role of the UN to be strengthened as a global organisation of conflict management, 

peacekeeping, and nuclear disarmament. 
15 comprehensive international peacemaking capabilities to be developed in new regional 

institutions and through a reformed UN. 
16 peacekeeping efforts aimed at reconstruction and empowerment of war ravaged communities 

to provide them with sustained peace and security. 
17 action on economic, social and environmental grievances that play a major role in creating 

conflict. 
18 a reduction in Australian and global military expenditure. 
19 an ADF adequate to Australia's defence and peacekeeping needs. 
20 a non discriminatory ADF that reflects the diversity of Australian society. 
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Measures 
The Australian Greens will: 

21 support the convening of a UN-sponsored international peace conference on global nuclear 
non-proliferation and general nuclear disarmament. 

22 advocate an international ban on the manufacture and use of arms that indiscriminately kill and 
maim, including landmines, cluster bombs and depleted uranium. 

23 sign and ratify the Protocol Against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, 
Their Parts and Components and Ammunition, supplementing the United Nations Convention 
against Transnational Organised Crime. 

24 make diplomatic efforts to curb the global arms trade. 
25 ensure that Australia does not sell weaponry or components overseas. 
26 end arms trade fairs in Australia and coordinate with neighbouring states on similar measures. 
27 support the establishment of a permanent UN peacekeeping budget that enables the UN to fully 

resource its peacekeeping programs. 
28 reinvigorate peace research in Australian universities and peace education in schools. 
29 promote gender equality in peace processes, agreements and transitional governance structures. 
30 ensure that trade embargos and other economic sanctions, are preferably conducted within a 

UN mandate, are used as part of a strategy of conflict resolution, and have minimal harm to 
civilians. 

31 ensure that decisions on defence procurement are based on Australia's defence needs. 
32 ensure that defence procurements do not restrict the operations of the ADF by increased 

reliance on any one country. 
33 end the ANZUS treaty unless Australia’s membership can be revised in a manner which is 

consistent with Australia’s international and human rights obligations 
34 renegotiate a defence relationship with our allies that promotes Australia's independent role in 

our region. 
35 end Australia's participation in the US Missile Defence program and pursue a global ban on the 

militarisation of space. 
36 work towards a nuclear-free Asia-Pacific region. 
37 close all existing foreign bases in Australian territory and end foreign troop deployment, 

training and hosting on Australian territory. 
38 support the development of an Australian Coastguard to replace military personnel and 

equipment in coastal policing. 
39 end training and joint exercises by the ADF with the armed forces known to have committed 

human rights abuses. 
40 oppose military conscription. 
41 oppose the use of the ADF personnel in strikebreaking activities or in policing public protest. 
42 support the right of ADF personnel to conscientiously object to particular military actions, and 

support the rights of citizens to protest against such military actions. 
43 support positive reform of the military justice system and measures to reduce discrimination 

and harassment amongst ADF members. 
44 work for a Constitutional amendment to require federal parliamentary endorsement for the 

deployment of the ADF overseas. 
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Principles 
The Australian Greens believe that: 

1 Australia has a responsibility to contribute to both long term development aimed at eliminating 
global poverty and reducing climate change vulnerability, and to humanitarian emergency 
relief where people become vulnerable and suffer because of natural disasters or social 
conflict. 

2 it is in Australia's interests, and the interests of the global community, to encourage positive 
and equitable change in the social, economic and environmental conditions for citizens of 
developing nations. 

3 all long term poverty elimination programs should be economically and environmentally 
sustainable, promote local participation and gender equality, and enhance the political, 
economic and social rights of the recipient communities. 

4 aid should always be designed to directly benefit the poorest communities, rather than the 
wealthy elites in developing countries or donor governments and their aid-related commercial 
interests. 

5 long-terms aid should be directed towards enhancing self-reliance in developing nations. 
6 long term aid projects must be integrated with international trade, environmental and social 

policies in order to promote equity. 
7 emergency relief to save lives and alleviate suffering of vulnerable people during social 

conflicts and natural disasters should be provided: 
8 with impartiality and based solely on need; 
9 with neutrality, not favouring either side in any armed conflict; 
10 independent from the political, economic, or military objectives of the Australian government 

in the area concerned; and 
11 with full implementation of international humanitarian law, refugee law and human rights. 
12 emergency relief in situations of armed conflict should be carried out by civilians and must be 

clearly distinguished from any military activities. 
13 a direct role for military forces in the provision of relief should be restricted to situations 

involving natural disasters where ambiguity over the military role is unlikely to arise. 
14 aid programs should not be used to influence the democratic preferences of any nation. 

 

Goals 
The Australian Greens want: 

15 Australia’s aid program to focus on working with developing countries to realise the 
millennium development goals. 

16 the level of Australian overseas aid increased to a minimum of 0.7% of GNP by 2010, as 
mandated by the United Nations, with provision for greater increases should natural disasters 
or conflicts requiring major humanitarian interventions occur. 

17 the purpose and impact of all aid programs to be transparent and fully accountable, both to the 
Australian government and the communities and countries they are designed to benefit. 

18 a non-commercial aid program; aid must not be used as a means of subsidising Australian 
business. 
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19 long-term aid programs that combat climate change as an integral part of their poverty 

elimination strategy. 
20 Australia to play a leading role in securing global contributions to UN and other international 

appeals for funding, expertise and logistical support to deal with humanitarian emergencies 
wherever they occur. 

 

Measures 
The Australian Greens will: 

21 establish AusAID as an independent department with its own minister, outside the Department 
of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT). 

22 require environmental, social and gender impact statements for all aid programs. 
23 ensure that international aspects of Australian policies on trade, economic and social issues are 

consistent with, and contribute towards, global poverty alleviation goals. 
24 ensure that ‘good governance’ activities within the aid program promote governance structures 

and processes which serve the interests of those in poverty. 
25 ensure that the valuable role of non-government aid organisations in providing critical analysis 

and scrutiny of the aid program is recognised and supported by the Australian government. 
26 ensure an increased role for non-governmental aid organisations in implementing Australia’s 

aid programs. 
27 select implementing agencies for the aid program based on developmental effectiveness, 

participatory approach and cost effectiveness. 
28 increase funding to deal with both prevention and the consequences of HIV-AIDS in all aid 

programs. 
29 provide assistance, including funding to assist communities, particularly in the Asia Pacific, to 

adapt to climate change impacts so that they can remain in their own countries and maintain 
their cultural cohesion. 

30 ensure that Australian Government agencies are organised, trained and resourced to carry out 
effective overseas relief work, and collaborate with Australian NGOs in building their 
emergency response capacity. 

31 work with developing countries in disaster prone areas to reduce their vulnerability and the 
impact of disasters, enhancing the capacity of both governments and local NGOs. 
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Principles 
The Australian Greens believe that: 

1 science is an important tool for developing a deeper understanding of the universe. 
2 science has the capacity to enhance the wellbeing of people and to improve management of  

the natural environment and the resource base. 
3 government has an important role to play in the development of scientific knowledge. 
4 government has responsibility for developing the ethical framework in which scientific 

research is conducted. 
5 science and technology, in particular information and communication technology, should be 

available to help maintain the viability of rural and remote communities. 
6 environmental technologies are a powerful engine for the creation of national wealth and high-

paying jobs. 
7 innovation and advanced technology and methods are key elements for success for business 

and industry. 
8 innovations in science and technology are essential if we are to meet the challenges of 

addressing climate change, and the transition to a sustainable society. 

 

Goals 
The Australian Greens want: 

9 a society where the acquisition of fundamental knowledge and the sustainable application of 
new techniques are valued in the education system and by Australian business. 

10 a research and development culture that addresses national goals and prepares Australia for 
emerging challenges and opportunities. 

11 a national focus on innovative technology and methods to address the challenges facing 
Australia and the world. 

12 increased expenditure on research and development to at least the OECD average of GDP. 
13 the CSIRO to conduct research that is in the public interest, is independent and is world class. 

 

Measures 
The Australian Greens will: 

14 institute a funding program for scientific research that specifically addresses community needs 
and national goals. 

15 protect the right of academics to develop and maintain a research career. 
16 increase funding to expand the research capacity of Australian universities. 
17 increase the proportion of research funding allocated to pure research and research for the 

public good. 
18 prioritise funding for research into alternative energy technologies with the aim of developing 

competitive energy techniques with zero carbon emissions. 
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19 require the role of Chief Scientist to be a full time position, and any applicant to be subject to a 

stringent conflict of interest test. 
20 increase funding to the Australian Research Council and abolish the capacity for the Minister 

to veto board decisions. 
21 create a Sustainability Commission to develop and implement sustainable industry strategies 

across all industry sectors, including a review of the Environmental Industry Action Agenda 
program. 

22 re-focus the CSIRO and CRCs back to public interest research, and restore sufficient public 
funding to the CSIRO to allow it to conduct world-class research. 

23 encourage government use of open-source software, and require the use of open and publicly 
documented file formats. 

24 regulate to ensure that network neutrality is maintained on the internet.e 
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Principles 
The Australian Greens believe that: 

1 creative artistic expression and cultural experience is a fundamental aspect of social wellbeing. 
2 access to diverse, innovative artistic and cultural experiences should available to all 

Australians. 
3 Australian artistic expression and culture should be protected and promoted. 
4 creative artists play an essential role in Australian social life and should be fostered and 

supported. 
5 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander artists and artistic work express unique cultures and 

heritage which must be supported respected and appropriately protected through legislation, 
policy and funding priorities. 

6 cultural heritage must be protected and preserved. 
7 national libraries and collecting institutions are essential to our understanding of ourselves and 

our place in the world, and must be maintained and developed as the repositories of cultural 
heritage. 

 

Goals 
The Australian Greens want: 

8 Australian arts and culture to maintain its unique character and diverse nature through support 
and promotion of local content and the development of local projects for all forms of art and 
culture. 

9 to promote arts and cultural events and access to those events with appropriate funding and 
support. 

10 increased access to arts and cultural experiences in rural and regional areas. 
11 the support and promotion of arts and culture that reflect the cultural and linguistic diversity of 

the Australian population. 

 

Measures 
The Australian Greens will: 

12 recognise the importance of arts and culture to our society by promoting a national approach to 
policies and programs 

13 prioritise and safeguard public funding for our national artistic and cultural institutions. 
14 support and adequately resource the Australia Council as the principal independent body for 

policy development and administration of arts grants programs. 
15 increase funding incentives for artists and arts events to tour in rural and regional areas. 
16 reinstate the Community Cultural Development program as a discrete funding program in the 

Australia Council. 
17 support the expansion of the Commonwealth Art Bank – Art Rental program with a focus on 

emerging artists. 
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18 sign and ratify the UNESCO Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural 

Heritage 2003. 
19 ensure that any Trade Agreement or other international instrument does not adversely affect 

Australian artists and cultural expression. 
20 protect indigenous intellectual and artistic property rights. 
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Principles 
The Australian Greens believe that: 

1 freedom of the press and effective, affordable and accessible media and communications 
systems are integral to the functioning of a successful democratic society. 

2 all Australians should be able to access a variety of affordable telecommunications. 
3 media diversity in content and format is a right of all Australians. 
4 strong, independent public and community media are an essential part of Australia’s media sector. 
5 Australian content should be strongly supported and well-funded. 
6 Australia must have an independent regulatory framework for media, communications and 

advertising. 
7 public ownership of essential communications infrastructure is in the best interests of society. 
8 network neutrality is important for an open Internet 
9 access to public documents should not require the purchase of additional software. 
10 the Government should lead by example and embrace Open Source and Open Standards. 

 

Goals 
The Australian Greens want: 

11 diversity of opinion and ownership of media across Australia. 
12 our public broadcasters ABC and SBS to be leaders in independent news, analysis and 

innovative programming and delivery. 
13 the ABC and SBS to be governed by independent boards. 
14 high quality Australian content across all media genres. 
15 a vibrant community media sector. 
16 Australian film, television and new media sectors which are dynamic and innovative. 
17 all Australians to have access to community radio services that reflect geographical and 

cultural diversity. 
18 affordable and reliable high-speed internet connections available for all Australians. 
19 independent regulation of media, communications and advertising. 
20 Australia Post to remain a publicly owned monopoly provider of postal services. 
21 the equitable installation of new communications infrastructure across Australia. 
22 government information, both internal and external, to be made available in a format that is 

accessible by all, and is not restricted by the need to purchase additional software. 
23 electronic government documents to be saved in an open document standard. 
24 Government to be an active proponent and contributor to open standard forums. 

 

Measures 
The Australian Greens will: 

25 repeal those parts of the Broadcasting Services Act which reduce diversity of media ownership 
and opinion within Australia. 
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26 ensure diversity of ownership and opinion by introducing a media-specific public interest test 

to guide Australian Competition and Consumer Commission (ACCC) decisions on proposed 
mergers and acquisitions of media entities. 

27 strengthen diversity of media ownership by giving the ACCC the power to enforce the 
divestment of merged media companies where those mergers fail a media-specific public 
interest test. 

28 increase diversity of opinion by issuing additional radio licences and a fourth commercial TV 
license, prior to the analogue switchover. 

29 provide sustainable funding for community broadcasting, including the change to digital 
technology. 

30 make funding to SBS and the ABC comparable to current per capita funding models for public 
broadcasting in the United Kingdom. 

31 require the online services of the ABC and SBS to be major portal sites for the promotion of 
Australian content in all genres. 

32 expand the services provided by the ABC, including digital on demand and additional 
networks. 

33 ensure appointments to the boards of public broadcasters are subject to approval by the 
Parliament. 

34 reinstate the staff-appointed position on the ABC Board. 
35 empower the Australian Communications and Media Authority (ACMA)  to regulate broadcast 

advertising. 
36 legislate to ensure truth in political advertising. 
37 introduce a ban on junk food advertising during children’s television viewing hours. 
38 subject the installation of communications infrastructure, including mobile phone towers, to 

existing state and territory local government planning provisions. 
39 introduce a nationally consistent approach to the regulated sale of X-rated material. 
40 ensure free-to-air coverage of sporting events of national significance. 
41 legislate to protect individuals from vexatious and malicious defamation actions to ensure a 

wide range of participation in public debates. 
42 legislate for the protection of anonymous journalistic sources to ensure press freedom. 
43 increase research funding into the opportunities for Australian content and utilization of new 

digital media. 
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Principles 
The Australian Greens believe that: 

1 human economies exist within, and are dependent upon, natural systems; resource 
management is, therefore, central to good economic management. 

2 equity of access to the essentials of life and promoting equality are central goals for a civilised 
society. 

3 the free-market economy, by externalising the environmental and social costs of greenhouse 
gas emissions is creating the greatest market-failure of all time, namely climate change. 

4 the cost of addressing climate change now is far less than the cost of failing to do so. 
5 timely and cost effective solutions to social, environmental and economic challenges can be 

achieved  by a cohesive industry policy. 
6 the fulfilment of human potential and the enrichment of lives is best achieved when people 

work together for common goals. 
7 sustainable, equitable economic progress is best achieved by government ownership of natural 

monopolies, and new government investment in strategic assets.. 
8 government finances must be sustainable over the long run; budget deficits and surpluses must 

balance each other over the business cycle. 
9 long term government borrowing is the preferred mechanism for funding long term 

infrastructure investments. 
10 governments have an important role to play in regulating markets and correcting market 

failures, but markets where they function well have an important role to play in the allocation 
of resources. 

11 social, political and economic institutions must allow individuals and communities to 
determine their own priorities. 

12 the GST is unfair, regressive and places an unfair burden on individuals and small business 
13 progressive taxes such as income taxes are preferable to regressive forms of taxation such as 

the Goods and Services Tax (GST). 
14 national governments must not allow the pressures from the globalisation of trade to override 

the democratic preferences of their citizens. 
15 international institutions such as the World trade Organisation (WTO) the International 

Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank must assist countries to achieve their 
democratically determined priorities within ecological constraints. 

 

Goals 
The Australian Greens want: 

16 an economy that meets human needs without unnecessarily damaging the natural environment. 
17 full accountability of government and corporations to the broader community. 
18 an equitable taxation system that generates the revenue necessary to fund public services at the 

appropriate level of government. 
19 international trade regulations that ensure human rights and that protect the natural 

environment. 
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20 industry policy and major infrastructure decisions to be consistent with national environmental 

and social goals. 
21 industry assistance, and the granting of tax concessions, that align industry development with 

national goals. 

 

Measures 
The Australian Greens will: 

Taxation 

22 reduce inequities in the current personal income tax system by: 

• reducing tax breaks for high income earners;. 
• removing Fringe Benefits Tax concessions which promote increased use of motor vehicles; 
• removing the concessional arrangements for Capital Gains Tax; 
• only allowing losses from an investment to be offset against income from the same 

investment;. 
• abolishing the 30% Private Health Insurance Rebate in order to increase funding for public 

hospitals; 
• taxing family trusts in the same way as companies; and, 
• eliminating high rates of effective marginal taxation for those on welfare benefits. 

23 conduct an inquiry with a view to implementing changes to the tax system that address the 
negative impacts of the GST on: 

• income distribution 
• environmental sustainability 
• and business administration costs 

24 oppose any increase or extension to the GST. 
25 implement a gradual and long term shift in the tax system from work-based taxes to taxes on 

natural resources and pollution including: 

• a carbon tax levied on generators of mains-supplied electricity or gas; 
• a national carbon trading scheme; and. 
• other ecological taxes and charges at a level sufficient so that their prices reflect the full 

environmental cost of their production, use or disposal. 

26 introduce a system of minimum personal and corporate tax legislation to reduce the 
opportunities for individuals and companies to use loopholes to minimise their tax obligations. 

27 re-introduce an inheritance tax with full exemption for the family farm and exemption for the 
family home and other assets up to a total value of $2 million . 

28 conduct a full review of the superannuation system with the aim of reducing its complexity and 
establishing progressive rates of superannuation taxation. 

29 return the company tax rate to 33% and broaden the company tax base by reducing tax 
concessions. 

30 end subsidies and tax concessions to environmentally harmful industries. 
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Economic governance and industry development 

31 implement triple bottom line accounting measures at all levels of government to incorporate 
social, environmental and financial impacts into policy development and assessment. 

32 introduce broad measures of genuine national progress to supplement the current measures of 
GDP, including the production of a comprehensive national balance sheet that reflects this. 

33 require all listed companies to report on standardised social and environmental indicators in 
their annual reports. 

34 provide the ACCC with enhanced powers to prevent the formation of monopolies through 
‘creeping acquisitions’ and to divest monopolies and oligopolies of assets if they are abusing 
their market power. 

35 direct industry assistance towards the energy efficiency and renewable energy industries. 
36 require major proposals to be subject to climate change impact assessment with the aim of 

reducing greenhouse gases. 

Investment and overseas relations 

37 strengthen the regulatory framework for banks and financial institutions to ensure that 
consumers and investors are better protected. 

38 ensure that natural monopolies and other essential public services are under public ownership. 
39 reduce Australia’s foreign debt and foreign ownership through use of trade, financial and 

regulatory measures to ensure more productive use of foreign capital and strengthening of 
Australian manufacturing, recognising the need to support economies in developing countries. 

40 require the Foreign Investment Review Board to broaden its assessment of the national interest 
to explicitly include Australia’s long run energy security. 

41 revoke sections of the National Competition Policy that seek to impose market values in 
public, social and environmental areas of Australian life. 
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Principles 
The Australian Greens believe that: 

1 Australia must have a fair and equitable industrial relations system for all workers. 
2 all people have the right to pursue their well-being in conditions of freedom and dignity, 

economic security and equal opportunity. 
3 Australia’s future workforce must be highly skilled, highly trained and well paid; the existence 

of a safety net and the right to collectively bargain are essential to achieving these aims. 
4 working people must receive fair and equitable remuneration for their work. 
5 working people have the right to be involved in decisions about their work. 
6 the right to be a member of a union, to collectively bargain, to collectively withhold labour and 

collectively organise in the workplace is essential to achieving a sustainable and democratic 
future. 

7 free, independent and democratic unions are an essential pillar of a civil society. 
8 people have the right to a safe workplace free from occupational hazards. 
9 industrial manslaughter is a crime. 
10 the objectives of profitability and efficiency should not override social and ecological 

objectives. 
11 effective processes of conciliation and arbitration before an independent tribunal are a 

necessary element in any fair and effective industrial relations system. 

 

Goals 
The Australian Greens want: 

12 the Coalition Government’s ‘Work Choices’ regime, which attacks the working rights of all 
Australians, to be opposed and repealed. 

13 an industrial relations system that protects and enhances the rights of employees and workers 
by: 

• legislating a minimum standard for pay, annual leave and hours of work that protects all 
employees and workers; 

• providing comprehensive industry-wide awards that give rights and entitlements in excess of 
the legislative minimums and which are determined by conciliation and arbitration before an 
effective and independent industrial tribunal; 

• facilitating industry wide collective agreements that are union negotiated and exceed the 
Award standards; and 

• ensuring that workplace and union-led bargaining is the primary tool for obtaining industrial 
outcomes by putting in place a sufficient threshold before any party can refer a dispute to 
conciliation and arbitration. 

14 restoration and maintenance of strong state and national industrial relations systems. 
15 the promotion of collective agreements as the primary means of regulating employment. 
16 full protection of accrued entitlements of employees. 
17 full employment, and job security for all who seek employment. 
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18 protection against the forced casualisation of work and greater protection for existing casual 

workers. 
19 equal access to paid work based on ability and irrespective of gender, age, sexual orientation, 

ethnicity, marital or civil status, family responsibilities, political affiliation, union membership, 
disability or religion; 

20 elimination of the gender pay gap. 
21 a fairer sharing of paid work through mandated shorter standard working hours and a reversal 

of current trends towards increased unpaid overtime. 
22 a more equitable distribution of corporate income between management and employees. 
23 a better balance between work and family, social and community involvement 
24 the costs and benefits to employees of workplace bargaining to be shared fairly among all 

employees. 

 

Measures 
The Australian Greens will: 

25 repeal the Coalition Government’s WorkChoices legislation. 
26 abolish Australian Workplace Agreements and protect any existing entitlements through 

common law contracts underpinned by relevant state and federal awards or collective 
agreement. 

27 require employers to enter into collective agreements with their workforce unless a majority 
are demonstrably opposed to collective bargaining, with the Industrial Relations Commission 
to have the power to arbitrate if no agreement can be reached. 

28 require employers to inform new and existing employees that they are entitled to join a union, 
and enable the provision of information about the unions responsible for the sector and 
industry. 

29 repeal provisions against legitimate union activity (such as sections 45D and 45E in the Trade 
Practices Act 1974), and protect unions and workers against common law actions. 

30 legislatively protect the right to strike, as recognised in International Labour Organization 
(ILO) conventions No. 87 and No. 98, as a fundamental right of workers to promote and 
defend their economic and social interests. 

31 abolish the requirement for secret ballots before industrial action. 
32 restore unions’ right of entry to recruit members, inspect for and remedy breaches of 

occupational health and safety provisions, breaches of the Workplace Relations Act and 
relevant awards or agreements, and other activities relating to strengthening workers’ 
organisations. 

33 remove the restrictions on the right of trade unionists to have their dues deducted from their 
wages directly. 

34 repeal any independent contractors legislation that strips employment rights from individuals. 
35 limit the use of independent contractor arrangements to individuals who are genuinely running 

their own business. 
36 create and enforce industrial and immigration laws that stop the exploitation of foreign 

workers, by ensuring they receive the same pay and entitlements as a local worker doing the 
same job. 

37 establish minimum employment standards for trainees and apprentices. 
38 ensure that relevant training and skills development is made available to all workers, including 

apprentices, trainees, part-time and casual employees, without loss of pay. 
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39 abolish the Australian Building and Construction Commission and repeal the Building and 

Construction Industry Improvement Act. 
40 abolish the Office of the Employment Advocate and the Office of Workplace Services and 

reinstate the functions of the Industrial Relations Commission. 
41 require the Commonwealth Occupational Health and Safety Authority (Comcare) to fund 

additional industry liaison staff, and review provisions under Comcare so that workers receive 
fair treatment and benefits, and are not disadvantaged. 

42 introduce national industrial manslaughter laws. 
43 restore the right of all employees, including casual, fixed term and probationary workers, to 

challenge termination of employment where it is unfair, with reinstatement to be the remedy 
except in exceptional circumstances. 

44 repeal the current National Code of Practice for the Construction Industry. 
45 repeal the higher education workplace relations requirements. 
46 increase casual loadings to a minimum of 30% and introduce the ability for casual employees 

to convert to permanent part time work after 3 months of continuous employment, where 
employment is on a continuous ongoing basis. 

47 provide a national parental leave scheme. 
48 establish a National Pay Equity Standard to help correct the gender pay gap. 
49 provide industrial tribunals with full powers to make orders to give effect to gender pay equity, 

on a workforce, industry or workplace basis 
50 establish industry trust funds for protection of workers’ entitlements. 
51 require the ABS to publish more meaningful monthly measures of underemployment and 

unemployment, with broader definitions of unemployment. 
52 amend the Trade Practices Act to introduce a National Unfair Contracts regime. 
53 use a combination of government job creation and industry policy to achieve full employment 

and job security for all who seek employment. 
54 legislate for a mandatory minimum of five weeks paid annual leave for all employees. 
55 limit the tax deductibility of any executive salaries to 25 times the minimum full-time adult 

wage. 
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Principles 
The Australian Greens believe that: 

1 corporations and governments operating in Australia have a responsibility to conform to the 
intent, as well as the letter, of Australian and international law. 

2 corporations and governments must behave ethically in all transactions and work to prevent 
corruption. 

3 laws governing corporations and business practices should promote social and environmental 
responsibility, and respect for human rights. 

4 laws governing corporations, and business practices, should reflect the concerns and interests 
of all stakeholders - shareholders, employees, business partners and society. 

5 government-owned organisations have an added responsibility to demonstrate exemplary 
governance and high levels of social and environmental responsibility. 

6 government-owned service delivery corporations should prioritise adequate, affordable and 
accessible service delivery over making profits. 

 

Goals 
The Australian Greens want: 

7 a business environment that encourages businesses and governments to fulfil their corporate, 
social and environmental responsibilities. 

8 more rigorous oversight of the conduct of Australian corporations operating internationally, 
and of multinational corporations operating in Australia. 

9 decision-making processes in publicly listed companies that ensure real participation by 
shareholders. 

10 widespread awareness of, and adherence to, the United Nations Global Compact and the 
principles it embodies. 

 

Measures 

11 The Australian Greens will: 
12 reform the Corporations Act 2001 to ensure that directors take account of the interests of the 

corporation, its shareholders and all stakeholders in the discharge of their duties. 
13 establish an independent Corporate Responsibility Index, ranking the financial, social and 

environmental performance of businesses and corporations. 
14 require publicly listed companies and government departments to audit and report annually 

their performance against economic, environmental and social criteria. 
15 introduce accounting practices which clearly identify the financial, social and environmental 

consequences of, and risks associated with, business decisions. 
16 require elections of boards of publicly listed companies to be conducted by an independent 

statutory body. 
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17 promote the inclusion of corporate ethics and responsibilities in all business and commerce 

course curricula at secondary and tertiary institutions. 
18 strengthen consumer education initiatives in the areas of reduced and responsible consumption, 

consumer rights, and responsible investment. 
19 create tax incentives for socially and environmentally responsible initiatives, including 

participation in the United Nations Global Compact. 
20 require the disclosure of documents relating to government tenders and procurement processes, 

once such processes are finalised. 
21 strengthen and extend the powers of the Commonwealth Auditor General and the 

Commonwealth Ombudsman to examine the propriety of government tenders and 
procurement. 

22 strengthen laws requiring Australian corporations operating overseas, or any corporation 
operating within Australia, to comply with Australian and international laws including those 
relating to human rights, environmental protection and labour laws. 

23 introduce legislation to enable persons detrimentally affected by the operations of Australian 
corporations overseas to sue those corporations in Australia. 

24 require all government-owned enterprises to take steps to ensure that their boards are 
representative of the wider population. 

25 amend the Corporations Act 2001 to require: 

• enforcement agencies to be staffed at realistic levels; 
• that fines be set sufficiently high to deter corporations from committing crimes; 
• the strengthening of the liability of directors and managers; 
• the barring of repeat offender corporations from government contracts; and 
• the delisting of corporations that flagrantly and persistently violate the public interest. 
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Principles 
The Australian Greens believe that: 

1 all peoples in the world have the right to sustainable economic development. 
2 economic development must be compatible with, and subservient to, ecological sustainability. 
3 global economic systems must be democratic, transparent and accountable. 
4 global economic systems must promote and respect human rights, including the rights of 

workers, women and children. 
5 global economic systems must enhance the right of communities to democratically determine 

their own future and priorities. 
6 debt crises result from the actions of both debtor and lender nations; governments and 

international institutions should introduce policies to reduce both large deficits and large 
surpluses. 

7 the inadequate response to the global challenges of climate change and oil depletion poses a 
grave threat to the global economy. 

 

Goals 
The Australian Greens want: 

8 a global economic system that promotes environmental sustainability, human rights and a 
decent standard of living for all. 

9 international institutions that are democratic and that promote even, sustainable development. 
10 the elimination of poverty and an end to the exploitation of children and other vulnerable 

people. 

 

Measures 
The Australian Greens will: 

11 support mechanisms to promote sustainable international trade. 
12 remove Australia from existing bilateral Free Trade Agreements, where possible,. 
13 enter into multilateral trade agreements, except where a bilateral trade agreement favours a 

developing country. 
14 use multilateral international trade agreements and membership of multilateral finance 

organisations to promote human rights and environmental sustainability. 
15 at the international level, support the implementation of a currency transaction tax (Tobin Tax) 

to discourage global currency speculation and to provide an independent tax base for 
international institutions. 

16 provide incentives for developing countries to pursue economic development strategies that 
encourage self-reliance and prioritise the sustainable production of goods and services from 
local sources. 

17 prohibit the trade in goods that have been produced through the exploitation of children and 
other vulnerable people. 
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18 ensure that Australian companies operating internationally comply with international human 

rights, labour and environmental standards. 
19 seek the creation of a UN sanctioned regulatory environment to govern the operation of 

transnational companies, tax havens and flags of convenience. 
20 use Australia's involvement in international trade fora to advance the needs of developing 

countries. 
21 use multilateral international trade agreements and membership of multilateral finance 

organisations to seek the cancellation of the debts of least-developed countries and the removal 
of punitive loan conditionality imposed on poor countries. 

22 support abolition of, unless radical reform can democratise, the IMF, World Bank and WTO. 
23 resist the development of international trade regimes that seek to extend the concentration of 

control over intellectual property. 
24 establish mechanisms to prevent the debt crisis from recurring, such as introducing the 

potential for penalties for surplus as well as debtor nations. 
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Principles 
The Australian Greens believe that: 

1 oil depletion and global warming make Australia’s present way of life unsustainable. 
2 in response to climate change and oil depletion, we have an urgent need to reduce reliance on 

fossil fuels. 
3 the ecological impact of Australian settlement is unacceptable and must be reduced. 
4 human settlements must be designed and built to minimise environmental harm and maximise 

social well-being. 
5 the Commonwealth must establish national standards for sustainable development across 

Australia, which incorporate environmental, social and intergenerational measures. 
6 Australia’s transport system must function on principles of ecological sustainability, equity of 

access and public ownership of critical public transport infrastructure. 
7 transport planning must give high priority to environmental and social impacts. 
8 a high quality national rail network is essential to a modern  economy. 
9 new urban developments must be environmentally sound, public-transport friendly and must 

facilitate community interaction. 
10 future urban planning needs must minimise urban sprawl and promote growth in rural and 

regional areas. 
11 equitable economic and social outcomes for regional and rural Australia must be sought. 

 

Development Goals 
The Australian Greens want: 

12 future development that is environmentally sensitive, energy efficient, and which ensures 
equitable access for all Australians. 

13 the use of new environmentally sound technologies to minimise ecological impacts. 
14 a nationally agreed sustainability charter with targets across all industry sectors. 
15 integration of planning and transport. 

 

Measures 
The Australian Greens will: 

16 include ecological sustainability as a funding criterion for all federal development and 
infrastructure programmes.  

17 establish a national report card for development targets to promote Australia's progress 
towards its ecological sustainability goals. 

18 establish a Sustainability Fund to deliver funding to states and local governments to assist with 
implementing sustainability initiatives. 

19 develop national urban planning standards that provide for the location of high density housing 
and commercial buildings close to high capacity public transport; and the clustering of 
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medium-density housing, community facilities and small-scale businesses around 
neighbourhood shopping centres. 

 
Transport Goals 
The Australian Greens want: 

20 a comprehensive, integrated public transport system, with critical components  publicly owned 
and controlled. 

21 a transport system, including roads, railways, airways and sea-lanes, that is safe, 
environmentally sound, efficient and reliable. 

22 increased opportunities for the community to participate in transport planning. 
23 a public transport system that is more attractive than private car use. 
24 public transport services to be provided under community service obligations where demand is 

too low for economically viable services. 
25 public ownership of the national rail system. 
26 train services that are competitive with road transport – reliable, safe, fast and inexpensive. 
27 major airports located to minimise social and environmental impacts. 
28 more cycle ways and footpaths to encourage walking, cycling and public transport use in 

towns and cities to reduce the need for private car ownership and use. 
29 better transport services in rural and regional areas. 
30 improved transport services for people with special needs. 
31 environmental costs incorporated into the cost of air travel. 
32 fair compensation paid to those adversely affected by transport infrastructure development. 

 

Measures 
The Australian Greens will: 

33 reform the national transport plan and its funding mix to take account of environmental, social, 
and economic goals. 

34 work to achieve public ownership of the rail network connecting capital cities, industrial cities 
and ports. 

35 raise the rail network to a standard which enables the operation of fast freight and passenger 
trains, including between mainland capital cities. 

36 eliminate level crossings in urban areas, and ensure the presence of signals on all crossings in   
rural and regional parts of the national rail network. 

37 support compulsory noise and emissions standards for petrol and diesel vehicles which are at 
least as stringent as European Union standards. 

38 adopt enforceable world's best practice fuel efficiency standards of new petrol and diesel cars 
by 2010. 

39 support mandatory fuel-efficiency labelling of new vehicles. 
40 increase the tariff on imported four-wheel drive vehicles from 5% to 10% except for primary 

producers. 
41 abolish fringe benefits tax breaks for company and leased cars. 
42 investigate sites for a new Sydney Airport close to the national rail network. 
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