Australia - United States
Free Trade Agreement
Fact Sheet 5
SERVICES
•

Access to US markets has been enhanced for Australian service suppliers such as
providers of professional, business, education, environmental, financial and
transport services

•

A framework to promote mutual recognition of professional services has been
developed – a big gain for Australian professionals doing business in the United
States.

Summary
The services chapter of the agreement offers strong legal protections to underpin
services trade and Australian investment in the United States – principally through a
US commitment to not discriminate, and strong provisions on the transparency and
development of regulations relevant to services trade.
If, for example, a law is passed in the United States to treat American education or
legal service providers better than foreigners, Australian companies would have the
right to be treated the same as US companies.
The AUSFTA therefore ensures that Australian companies can compete on equal
terms with US companies in most services sectors in the biggest services economy in
the world. The Agreement contains commitments ensuring a liberal services trade
environment that go beyond the commitments Australia enjoys in the WTO in a wide
range of sectors, including educational, financial and professional services. It also
ensures the transparency of regulations in this area, and will automatically make
future unilateral liberalisation of many measures a binding part of the Agreement.
Importantly, the services chapter establishes a robust framework that should promote
the mutual recognition of qualifications in relation to professional services. Problems
with recognition of qualifications can be a major hindrance for the export of
professional services.
Who to contact
For further information, please contact DFAT’s AUSFTA Taskforce:
Hotline: 1300 558 413 (local call rates) between 9am and 5pm (AEST) – Mon- Fri
For media enquiries please call DFAT Media Liaison Section (02) 6261 1555.
Email: us_fta@dfat.gov.au
Fax: 02 6261 3514
Visit our website: http://www.dfat.gov.au/trade/negotiations/us.html
For advice on exporting, call Austrade on 13 28 78 or visit at www.austrade.gov.au

