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Western Australia is a globally connected, multi-ethnic, multi-religious and multicultural 
society. This diversity is one of the State’s greatest assets.

The Liberal-led State Government has a commitment to fairness and freedom from prejudice, 
discrimination and exclusion on the basis of characteristics such as race, culture, religion, ethnicity or 
nationality.

We believe in equality of opportunity for all members of the community to achieve their potential and 
participate fully in society.

Fast Facts
• According to the 2011 Census, almost one-third (31%) of West Australians were born overseas 

(compared with 27% in 2006) 
• More than half (52%) had at least one parent born overseas
• WA is home to people from more than 190 countries who speak more than 270 languages and 

dialects (including Indigenous languages) and identify with more than 130 religious groups
• On Australia day 2017 an estimated 2744 people from 89 countries became new Australian citizens 

at 78 ceremonies across Western Australia
• More than two thirds of permanent residents migrate to WA through Australia’s Skilled Migration 

Program (the remainder enter through the Family Migration Stream and the Humanitarian Program) 

Reform
In 2012, in line with a commitment to recognise and celebrate all West Australians, the Liberal-led 
Government passed legislation renaming the Foundation 
Day public holiday to Western Australia Day. The 
Act, which aims to recognise our complex history and 
the diverse nature of our community today, received 
bipartisan support in the State Parliament.
The Government also supports Culturally and 
Linguistically Diverse (CaLD) members of the community 
and multicultural projects through a number of  grant 
and sponsorship programs. The Liberal-led Government 
has:

• Doubled the annual budget for the Community 
Grants Program to support participation, 
community engagement, capacity building and 
promote the benefits of multiculturalism

• Restructured and increased funding to the Community Language Program to make it more 
relevant and responsive to WA’s growing multicultural community. The program supports not-for-
profit community organisations to teach languages other than English and cultural maintenance 
programs after school hours 

• Launched the Multicultural Partnership Program to fund partnerships that strengthen social 
cohesion, increase workforce participation and build leadership in WA’s culturally and linguistically 
diverse (CaLD) communities

• Instigated the $1 million Chinese New Year pilot project to strengthen cultural exchange, tourism, 
education and increased socio-economic outcomes for Western Australia

Support is also provided through Lotterywest —  the only lottery in Australia where proceeds are 
distributed back to the community to support not-for-profit organisations.
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Other Initiatives
Since 2008 the Liberal-led State Government has 
reinvigorated the delivery of services to the community, 
through initiatives such as:

• Endorsed the National Settlement Framework to 
provide a mechanism to jointly plan and deliver 
settlement services for new migrants and enhancing 
the existing collaborative relationships between the 
three tiers of government

• Formed the Interagency Settlement Group to improve 
coordination between the Australian Government 
and the Western Australian Government in relation to 
settlement services for humanitarian entrants and new 
migrants

• Launched the Diverse WA cultural competency training program 
• Established the Leadership and Governance Program to increase the cultural diversity of boards 

and committees in the public, corporate and community sectors
Sister State Relationships 

• The Liberal-led Government has fostered economic and cultural ties through Sister State 
relationships with East Java in Indonesia, Hyogo Prefecture in Japan, Zhejiang Province in China 
and in December 2016, signed a new Sister State agreement with Andhra Pradesh in India

Our Commitment
• Establish a Multicultural Facilities Fund ($8 million over four years) – grants of up to $250,000, in 

matching funds, provided to multicultural groups to build new or refurbish existing facilities
• Maintain the commitment to build a socially cohesive and inclusive Western Australia 
• Maintain the commitment to capacity building, strengthening leadership, governance and 

participation of CaLD communities in all spheres of community life
• Maintain the commitment for languages: in particular community languages and the translating 

and interpreting sector
• Expand on the 2017 Chinese New Program pilot to develop a strategic whole of government 

approach that engages major diaspora communities and levers prominent community celebrations 
(including Chinese New Year and Diwali) held in WA as a focal point from which to highlight and 
drive bilateral priorities and programs for key trading markets (including China, India, Singapore, 
Indonesia, Middle East and Africa)
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