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VETERANS

“We recognise the sacrifices made by many Australians in the 
armed services in war and in other Australian missions overseas 

and the importance of remembering their contribution to the 
peace and wellbeing of this country.”
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The Liberal-led State Government recognises the sacrifices made by many Australians 
in the armed services in war and in other Australian missions overseas and the importance of 
remembering their contribution to the peace and wellbeing of this country.

Fast Facts
• There were 7,000 West Australians killed in World War I and 4,000 in World War II.

• There are 32,000 veterans and next of kin registered with the Federal Department of Veterans’ Affairs in 
Western Australia.

• There are approximately 50 ex-service organisations in WA.

• Since 1999 more than 76,000 Australian Defence Force personnel have been deployed on operations – this 
is more than Vietnam, Borneo and Malay combined.

• There are an estimated 7,000 – 10,000 veterans living in Western Australia who have been deployed in 
some capacity since 1999.

• The Federal Government is responsible for implementing programs to fulfil Australia’s obligations to 
veterans, war widows and widowers, service and former members of the Australian Defence Force, and 
certain Australian Federal Police with overseas experience.

Veterans Minister
The Liberal-led Government was the first to create a portfolio of Veterans Affairs within Western Australia. The 
Minister for Veterans is Joe Francis.

The Minister established the Veterans Advisory Council to provide advice on matters relating to veterans, while 
also providing a forum for the veterans’ community to communicate directly with the State Government.

Anzac Centenary
From 2014 to 2018, Australia is commemorating 100 years since World War I. Commemorations began on 1 
November 2014 in Albany and Fremantle to mark the departure of troops for World War I and will conclude on 11 
November 2018, the 100th Anniversary of Armistice Day. The Liberal-led Government has spent more than $26 
million on commemorations for the anniversary. 

An estimated 40,000 people participated in the range 
of commemorative events in Albany from 31 October to 2 
November 2014 including a re-enactment of the departure 
of the ANZAC convoy.

In addition to these events in Albany there has been a 
significant investment of $5.84 million in restorative works 
for the Mt Clarence memorial, the site of Australia’s first dawn 
service, and the construction of the $10.6 million National 
Anzac Centre, a state-of-the-art museum that tells the story 
of World War I through the voices of ANZAC soldiers, jointly 
funded by the State and Federal governments. 
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Our Commitment
The Liberal-led Government has given the land on St Georges Terrace in the Perth CBD on which Anzac House 
sits to the RSLWA. This underscores this Government’s commitment to the State’s Anzac heritage, veterans and 
current and former members of the Australian Defence Force. 

• A Liberal-led Government will complete the transfer of Anzac House to allow for its redevelopment into a 
headquarters that meets the RSL’s current needs and future business model and also offers the opportunity 
for smaller ex-service organisations to co-locate their operations at ANZAC House.

A Liberal-led Government will continue to support commemorative events to mark the service of veterans in all 
conflicts and re-affirm our commitment to recognise the new generation of veterans. We will: 

• Establish an online one-stop shop to assist veterans to access job opportunities, existing scholarships, and 
support services in Western Australia, supporting their transition to the civilian workforce

 Anecdotal evidence and advice indicates that when an ex-service person transitions successfully to civilian 
employment, they may be less likely to suffer from extensive mental health issues.

 This site will bring together, in one location, all information relating to veterans policy and support services.
• Continue the roll out of a series of commemorative plaques at rest areas on Albany Highway that honour 

Western Australia’s Victoria Cross and George Cross recipients.
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A series of commemorative events were also held in the metropolitan area, including an overnight 
cadet bivouac with army cadets at Greenmount Primary School (the site of the Blackboy Hill training ground), a 
heritage train journey from Blackboy Hill to Fremantle and a commemorative service in Fremantle.

In February 2015 more than 1.4 million people flocked to Perth’s city centre to watch French company Royal de 
Luxe bring The Giants to life. Designed to inspire young people’s interest in Anzac Day, the performance was 
inspired by the ANZAC story of the girl in the Breaksea Island lighthouse off Albany, the last human contact in 
Australia for many of the 7,000 troops leaving for Gallipoli in the ANZAC convoy.

The Liberal-led Government also provided funding to the Returned & Services League of Australia WA Branch 
(RSLWA) to support Anzac Day 2015 commemorations across WA marking 100 years since the Gallipoli landing. 
Crowds estimated at between 70,000 to 80,000 people attended the Kings Park dawn service and CBD march 
aided by free public transport. The Government also supported the three-day “100 Years of ANZAC” community 
event at the Perth Cultural Centre.

Anzac Day Act
This Liberal-led Government amended the Anzac Day Act to increase the transparency of how the Anzac Day 
Trust is managed, including new criteria for calculating contributions and ensuring trustees are independent of 
recipient organisations. This will result in a fair contribution of funds from the annual Anzac Day AFL game to 
the veterans community. 
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